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NY  Women  Move  to  Snuff  Out  ‘Snuff* 


NEW  YORK  —  A  massive  picket¬ 
ing  campaign  is  underway  in  New  York 
City  to  halt  the  showing  of  a  film 
which  shows  the  murder  and  dismem¬ 
berment  of  a  woman.  The  film, 
“Snuff,”  was  the  target  of  demonstra¬ 
tions  by  Dyketactics,  a  group  of 
lesbian  feminists  in  Philadelphia.  The 
Philadelphia  protests  resulted  in  the 
closing  of  “Snuff”  in  that  city. 
Advertising  for  the  film  boasts  that 
“This  film  could  only  be  made  in 
South  America,  where  human  life  is 
cheap.”  The  advertising  campaign  has 
implied,  in  the  view  of  many  women, 
that  an  actual  actress  was  murdered  in 
the  process  of  the  filming  of  the  movie. 

Picketing  against  “Snuff,”  organ¬ 
ized  by  a  group  called  Women  Against 
Violence  Against  Women,  began  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  15,  and  is  continuing  at 
the  National  Theatre.  The  theatre, 
located  on  Broadway  and  44th  Street, 
is  in  the  heart  of  Times  Square.  Some 
200  to  300  women  participated  in  the 
first  day  of  picketing  and  many  have 
returned  every  day.  A  support  group  of 
men  leafletted  and  picketed  at  the 
office  of  the  booking  agents  for  the 
film  —  Mann’s  Theatres  of  California 
—  located  in  New  York  City. 

Although  the  constant  demonstra¬ 
tions  have  had  little  effect  on  the  film’s 
showing  thus  far,  the  assistant  to  the 
distributor  of  “Snuff,”  Barry  Glasser, 
was  quoted  in  The  New  York  Post  as 
saying  that  he  was  “ashamed”  of  his 
role  in  the  film’s  distribution. 

A  group  of  women  and  men 
involved  in  the  arts,  churches,  and  the 
feminist  and  gay  movements,  have  sent 
a  telegram  to  Manhattan  District 
Attorney  Robert  Morgenthau,  asking 
him  to  prohibit  the  showing  of 
“Snuff”  in  New  York  City.  The  tele¬ 
gram  read,  “We  the  undersigned 
citizens  call  upon  you  as  District  Attor¬ 
ney  of  Manhattan  to  prosecute  and  to 
prevent  presentation,  distribution,  and 


New  York  women  protest  the  pornographic  film  Snuff  which  depicts  the  murder 
and  dismemberment  of  a  woman.  Protests  by  Dyketactics  closed  the  film  in 
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advertising  of  the  film  “Snuff”  now 
being  shown  at  the  National  Theatre  in 
New  York  City.  The  film  exhibits  the 
violent  dismemberment  and  murder  of 
a  woman  for  the  purpose  of  arousing 
sexual  interest.  As  citizens  we  demand 
the  immediate  investigation,  prosecu¬ 
tion  and  removal  of  this  barbaric  film 
from  our  community.” 

Some  of  the  list  of  signers  of  the 
telegram,  which  reads  like  a  list  ot 
“Who’s  Who”  of  the  women’s  and 
gay  communities  in  New  York,  in¬ 
clude,  Susan  Brownmiller,  author  of 
“Against  Our  Will”;  Ellen  Burstyn, 
actress;  Joseph  Chaikin  of  the  Open 
Theatre;  David  Dellinger;  Barbara 
Demming,  lesbian  feminist  author; 
Roslyn  Drexler;  Martin  Duberman; 
Andrea  Dworkin,  author  of  “Women 
Hating”;  Gloria  Emerson,  writer; 
Sandra  Elkin;  Mary  Irene  Fornes;  Lea 
Fritz;  Dr.  Emily  Gibbes,  Associated 
General  Secretary  for  Education  and 
Ministry  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  Corinne  Jacker;  Karla  Jay; 
Myra  Lambe;  and  actress  Viveca 
Lindfors. 

Also  among  the  signers  of  the  tele¬ 
gram  were  author  Robin  Morgan; 
actress  Ann  Mira;  author  Grace  Paley; 
Dr.  Jovelino  Ramos,  Assistant  General 
Secretary  for  Justice  and  Liberty  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches;  Dr. 
Clair  Randall,  General  Secretary  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches;  Eliza¬ 
beth  Reed,  the  highest  ranking  femin¬ 
ist  ever  to  serve  in  a  government  (Aus¬ 
tralia);  Donald  Shriver  of  the  Union 
Theological  Seminary;  Joan  Micklin 
Silver,  director  of  “Hester  Street”; 
writer  Susan  Sontag;  John  Stolteberg; 
playwright  Megan  Terry;  Harriet  Van 
Horne;  actress  Shelley  Winters;  Sol 
Yurick;  Peter  Zeisler. 

Lea  Fritz,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  protest,  denounced  the  film  “as 
clearly  encouraging  the  murder  of 
(Continued  on  page  3) 


Hartford  Radio  Show  Staff  Fear  Curb 


HARTFORD  —  “None  of  the 
Above,”  a  Hartford  radio  show  that  is 
the  only  radio  show  in  central  Connec¬ 
ticut  to  treat  gay  issues,  may  be  in 
trouble,  some  of  its  staffpeople  feel. 
The  show,  heard  every  Monday  night 
at  8  p.m.  on  WWUH-FM  (91.3)  in 
West  Hartford,  was  “temporarily  sus¬ 
pended”  from  the  air  last  week. 
Although  the  show  went  on  as  sched¬ 
uled,  due  to  strong  resistance  among 
WWUH  personnel,  a  seven-minute  cut 
was  made  from  the  show  “on  the  basis 
of  taste.” 

WWUH  Program  Manager  Joe  Ru- 
dich  told  GCN  that  the  problems  with 
the  show  and  the  seven  minute  cut  had 
“nothing”  to  do  with  the  gay  content 
of  the  show.  “We  have  no  objection  to 
the  gay  part  of  the  show,”  he  said. 
“Although  there’s  been  some  negative 
response,  the  show  is  handled  well  and 
provides  a  viewpoint  that  needs  to  be 
expressed.” 

However,  one  member  of  the  “None 
of  the  Above”  collective  disagree.  Eric 
Gordon  told  GCN  that  the  “temporary 


suspension”  was  due  to  complaints  by 
anonymous  telephone  callers  who 
“complained  vaguely  about  the  gay 
news”  and  what  they  view  as  the  “so¬ 
cialistic”  orientation  of  the  program. 
Gordon  confirmed  Rudich’s  story  that 
the  seven  minute  cut  had  to  do  with  a 
parody  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  had 
no  connection  with  the  gay  part  of  the 
program. 

However,  Gordon  noted  that  the 
general  manager  of  the  station,  Mel 
Yates,  has  said  that  he  believes  that 
“None  of  the  Above”  is  rapidly 
becoming  a  “gay  program.”  Gordon 
strongly  denies  this.  The  show  “has 
not  shifted  direction  at  all,”  he  says. 

Gordon  strongly  urges  people  who 
live  in  the  central  Connecticut  region 
to  write  to  WWUH  and  express 
support  of  the  program.  All  letters 
should  be  sent  to  Joe  Rudich,  program 
manger,  and  Mel  Yates,  general  man¬ 
ager,  and  should  be  sent  to  WWUH, 
200  Bloomfield  Ave.,  West  Hartford, 
Conn. 

“None  of  the  Above”  has  been  on 


the  air  since  last  September  and  has 
regularly  covered  gay-oriented  news 
from  a  local  to  an  international  level. 
Almost  every  program  contains  some 
gay  songs,  interviews,  news  or  reviews. 
For  example,  recent  programs  have 
featured  a  review  of  the  Gay  Person’s 


BROOKLYN,  N.Y.  —  The  Bishop 
of  Brooklyn  has  issued  a  pastoral  letter 
in  which  he  called  upon  his  one  million 
parishioners  to  respect  and  defend  the 
legitimate  rights  of  all  people,  includ¬ 
ing  gay  people.  Bishop  Francis  J. 
Mugavero  stated  in  his  letter  that  “Our 
community  must  explore  ways  to 
secure  the  legitimate  rights  of  all  our 
citizens,  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  while  being  sensitive  to  the  under¬ 
standing  and  hopes  of  all  involved.” 

The  New  York  Times  reported  that  a 
diocesan  spokesperson  said  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  statement  was  a  “comment  on”  as 
opposed  to  a  “response  to”  the  Jan.  15 
Vatical  declaration  which  reaffirmed 
the  Church’s  traditional  attitudes  on 
homosexuality,  premarital  sex,  and 
masturbation.  The  spokesperson  also 
stated  that  the  Bishop’s  purpose  was  to 


Guide  to  New  England,  a  four-part 
essay  on  gay  life  in  Hartford  by  Keith 
Brown,  news  about  MCC  Hartford,  an 
interview  about  the  current  attempt  to 
pass  a  gay  rights  bill  in  Connecticut, 
and  songs  by  Michael  CohenCris  Wil¬ 
liamson  and  Eric  Bentley. 


“urge  priests,  counselors,  and  others 
to  express  concern  and  compassion  for 
those  men  and  women  who  experience 
pain  and  confusion  due  to  sexual 
orientation.” 

In  his  letter  the  Bishop  avoided  any 
direct  condemnation  of  homosexuality. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  state  that 
heterosexuality  was  “normal.”  In  a 
rare  departure  from  objective  news¬ 
writing  style,  the  Times  reporter  who 
covered  the  story,  George  Dugan, 
wrote  that  “while  his  [the  Bishop’s] 
remarks  did  not  depart  from  what  was 
widely  understood  to  be  Catholic 
teaching  on  human  rights,  his  views 
represent  to  an  unusual  degree  an 
understanding  and  a  concern  for 
justice  for  individuals  who  many 
consider  to  be  immoral.” 


Thursday,  Feb.  26,  the  Massachusetts  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
Commission  (ABCC)  ruled  that  Jacques  and  The  Other  Side  could 
remain  open  until  2:00  a.m. 


Brooklyn  Bishop  Backs  ‘Rights 


MEDIA  ALERT 


news  notes 


WALLACE  WATCHING 

BOSTON  —  At  the  several  district 
caucuses  held  recently  on  behalf  of  the 
various  Democratic  presidential  can¬ 
didates,  Alabama  Gov.  George  Wal¬ 
lace  received  the  support  of  several 
known  anti-gay  figures  in  State  House 
circles. 

Michael  Ozella  of  Malden  was 
elected  as  a  delegate  from  the  Seventh 
Congressional  District  on  the  Wallace 
slate.  Ozella,  an  activist  with  St. 
Mary’s  Holy  Name  Society,  has  con¬ 
sistently  been  present  at  the  State 
House  to  testify  against  various  gay 
rights  bills,  including  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  and  sex-law  repeal  legislation. 

Also  elected  from  the  Seventh  was 
Everett  City  Councillor/lawyer  Alfred 
“Slippery  Al”  Farese,  as  well  as  his 
wife,  Elaine.  Farese  was  the  defense 
attorney  for  the  late  Robert  Shaugh- 
nessy  of  South  Boston,  who  hanged 
himself  in  the  Charles  Street  Jail  last 
year  while  awaiting  trial  for  the  murder 
of  John  Asinari  of  Arlington  on  March 
22.  Boston  police  believed  that  Shaugh- 
nessy  was  one  of  a  large  gang  of  young 
South  Boston  men  responsible  for 
several  gay-related  murders  and/or  as¬ 
saults  during  recent  years. 

Boston  City  Councillor  Albert  L. 
“Dapper”  O’Neil,  long  known  for  his 
homophobic  remarks,  is  head  of 
Wallace’s  Massachusetts  election  com¬ 
mittee  but  did  not  seek  election  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 
Convention. 

GAY  DELEGATE? 

WASHINGTON  —  Another  gay 
delegate  may  be  going  to  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  national  convention  if  a  slate 
backed  by  Washington  Mayor  Walter 
Washington  wins  in  the  D.C.  primary, 
the  Advocate  reports.  Two  factions  are 
competing  to  send  their  slate  of 
“uncommitted”  delegates  to  New 
York. 

The  openly  gay  potential  delegate  is 
Paul  J.  Kuntzler,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  national  board  of  the  Americans 
for  Democratic  Action.  The  ADA  has 
made  an  alliance  with  Mayor  Washing¬ 
ton  in  the  election  and  their  slate  will 
be  opposed  by  a  slate  backed  by  D.C. 
congressional  delegate  Walter  Faunt- 
roy  and  most  of  the  Democratic 
members  of  the  Washington  city 
council. 

At  the  Jan.  27  caucus,  Mayor  Wash¬ 
ington  made  a  point  to  stand  up  and 
applaud  Kuntzler  after  his  speech. 

Frank  Kameny,  long-time  Washing- 
'on  gay  activist,  failed  in  a  last  minute 
attempt  to  become  nominated  on  the 
Fauniroy-council  slate. 


BICENTEN  HASSLE 

•SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas  —  Recently 
GCN  reported  that  the  San  Antonio 
-forward  Foundation  had  received  a 
$5, (XX)  grant  to  give  gay  presentations 
as  part  of  that  city’s  Bicentennial  cele¬ 
brations.  However,  Dallas  County 
(Texas)  Commissioners  have  now  gone 
on  record  as  opposing  the  federal 
grant. 

The  resolution,  co-sponsored  by  a 
Republican  and  a  Democrat,  stated 
that  the  “allocation  of  tax  monies  for 
such  an  irresponsible  and  socially 
unacceptable  program  is  the  height  of 
decadence  within  the  federal  bureau¬ 
cratic  spending  system.” 


BAYH  BENEFIT  OFF 


BOSTON  —  The  Birch  Bayh  benefit 
at  Boston’s  15  Lansdowne  St.  Disco¬ 
theque,  sponsored  by  Representative 
Elaine  Noble,  was  cancelled  the  day 
before  it  was  to  have  been  presented. 
Cancellation,  by  the  Bayh  head¬ 
quarters,  was  due  to  the  complexity  of 
the  candidate’s  schedule,  the  day  after 
he  placed  third  in  New  Hampshire’s 
primary.  According  to  Ann  Blumberg 
of  the  Bayh  headquarters,  there  was 
also  the  problem  of  properly  publi¬ 
cizing  the  event,  and  the  schedule  of 
guest  celebrities.  It  had  been  hoped, 
for  example,  that  Bette  Midler  could' 
have  made  a  surprise  appearance,  and 
when  she  was  taken  ill  in  the  middle  of 
her  commercial  run  in  Boston,  that 
became  impossible.  The  Bayh  cam¬ 
paign  organization,  and  Representative 
Noble,  expressed  their  regret  that  a 
benefit  could  not  be  re-scheduled 
before  the  Massachusetts  Primary 
March  2,  but  have  plans  to  promote  a 
larger  benefit  in  the  course  of  the 
national  campaign. 

COUNSELING  CONF. 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Homosexual 
Counseling  Journal  is  sponsoring  a 
series  of  conferences  on  Counseling 
and  Homosexuality.  The  New  York 
City  conference  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  March  6,  and  the  Boston 
conference  will  meet  on  Saturday, 
March  20.  Dr.  Ralph  Blair,  director  of 
the  Homosexual  Community  Center  in 
New  York  and  editor  of  the  Homosex¬ 
ual  Counseling  Journal,  will  lead  the 
workshops. 

For  more  information  or  registration 
($20  per  person),  interested  people  are 
urged  to  contact  HCCC  Inc.,  30  E. 
60th  St.,  New  York  City  10022. 


Grasshopper.  */s 

SOUTH  RISES  AGAIN 

CHAPEL  HILL,  N.C.  —  A  confer¬ 
ence  for  all  gay  groups  in  the  South  will 
be  held  in  Chapel  Hill  on  April  2-4. 
The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
Carolina  Gay  Association  along  with 
the  Duke  Gay  Alliance,  and  the 
Triangle  Area  Lesbian-Feminists. 
There  will  be  a  program  of  speakers 
and  panel  discussions  as  well  as  a  wide 
variety  of  workshops. 

For  more  information  about  the 
Southeastern  Gay  Conference,  people 
should  write  to  Carolina  Gay  Associa¬ 
tion,  Student  Union,  Box  39,  Univer¬ 
sity  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill, 
N.C.  27514. 

LESBIANS  CONFER 

NEW  YORK  —  New  York  area 
Lesbian/Feminists  will  gather  together 
in  New  York  the  weekend  of  April 
24-25.  The  conference  is  being  spon¬ 
sored  by  no  single  organization,  but  it 
is  a  coalition  effort  to  bring  as  many 
lesbians  into  dialogue  with  each  other 
as  possible.  The  New  York  conference 
is  one  of  several  regional  conferences 
in  preparation  for  a  National  Lesbian/ 
Feminist  Conference  to  be  held  this 
summer. 

For  more  information,  please  write 
Virginia  Apuzzo,  229  Dean  St.,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.Y.  11217.  Phone  information  is 
available  at  (212)  624-7223. 


ANTI-LESBIAN  TV 

NEW  YORK  —  The  National  Gay 
Task  Force  has  announced  another 
Media  Alert.  The  object  of  the  NGTF 
concern  is  CBS  Television  and  the  Feb. 
18  airing  of  its  program  “Cannon.” 
According  to  Ginny  Vida,  NGTF 
Media  Director,  the  program  “had  a 
story  involving  the  murder  of  a  woman 
by  her  former  lesbian  lover.  At  first, 
the  victim’s  football  player  boyfriend 
is  suspected,  but  late  in  the  program 
detective  Cannon  visits  the  home  of  the 
football  player’s  manager  who  is  a 
woman.  She’s  not  there,  but  her 
“roommate”  (actually  her  present 
lover)  tells  Cannon  that  the  dead 
woman  and  the  manager  had  been 
lovers.” 

The  description  continues,  “Cannon 
goes  to  the  manager’s  office.  She 
admits  the  crime  and  explains  that  she 
killed  her  former  lover  out  of  jealousy. 
When  she  pulls  out  a  gun  and  tries  to 
shoot  Cannon,  he  snatches  the  gun 
away  from  her  as  the  police  break  in.” 

The  NGTF  urges  gay  people  to  write 
letters  of  protest  to  Tom  Swafford, 
Vice  President,  Program  Practices, 
CBS,  51  W.  52nd  St.,  New  York 
10019. 

“We  should  demand  a  moratorium 
on  images  of  lesbians  as  murderers, 
villains,  sickies,  etc.,  until  positive 
images  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
frequently  and  regularly  appearing  on 
the  networks,”  the  NGTF  Media 
Coordinator  stated. 


DEMO  PLATFORM 

NEW  YORK  —  Jean  O’Leary,  legis¬ 
lative  director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force,  reports  that  the  National 
Democratic  Platform  Committee  has 
scheduled  four  regional  meetings  at 
different  locations  in  the  country.  The 
purpose  of  these  meetings  is  to 
formulate  the  Party’s  majority  plank. 
Gay  organizations,  according  to 
O’Leary,  must  be  at  these  regional 
meetings  to  testify  if  gay  rights  is  going 
to  be  taken  seriously  as  a  platform 
issue.  Testimony  should  include  ex¬ 
amples  of  discrimination,  the  need  for 
federal,  state,  and  local  protection, 
and  repeal  of  the  sodomy  laws.  Other 
issues  can  of  course  be  included  at  the 
discretion  of  each  organization.  How¬ 
ever,  O’Leary  emphasizes  the  import¬ 
ance  of  uniformity  on  major  issues. 

Issues  which  are  not  mentioned  in 
the  majority  plank  can  be  lobbied  for 
at  the  convention  itself.  Twenty- five 
percent  of  the  100-person  platform 
committee  must  be  in  favor  of  includ¬ 
ing  an  issue  to  have  it  be  accepted  as  a 
minority  plank  at  the  convention. 

In  order  to  testify  it  is  necessary  to 
write  in  advance  to  Michael  Barnes, 
Staff  Director,  National  Democratic 
Party  Platform  Committee,  1625  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Ave.  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20036. 

Locations  and  dates  of  the  regional 
hearings  are:  April  3,  Providence,  R.I.; 
April  17,  Atlanta,  Ga.;  April  24, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.;  and  May  1,  Denver, 
Colo. 
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NEW  YORK  —  The  Gay  and 
Women’s  Alliance  for  Responsible 
Media  (GWARM)  warns  of  possible 
offensive  material  on  a  CBS  TV  show 
called  “The  Treasure.”  The  show  was 
to  be  aired  on  Friday,  Feb.  27,  just 
after  GCN  went  to  press. 

According  to  Judith  Christ  in  TV 
Guide,  the  film  is  “an  adventure  yarn 
about  a  treasure  hunt  ...  It  suddenly 
turns  tasteless  and  sick  with  the 
involvement  of  homosexual  sadist 
convicts  who  take  over  the  treasure 
ship.” 

CBS  informed  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  that  two-thirds  of  the  gay 
segment  was  edited  out.  However,  just 
in  case,  the  NGTF  has  called  another 
media  alert. 


conntact 


By  Tom  Caruso 

HARTFORD  —  Support  for  Con¬ 
necticut’s  proposed  gay  rights  bill 
gathered  momentum  last  week  follow¬ 
ing  an  amendment  to  the  bill  barring 
any  affirmative  action  enforcement 
programs. 

By  a  vote  of  6-1  on  Feb.  19,  the 
General  Assembly’s  “Human  Rights 
and  Opportunities  Committee”  ap¬ 
proved  an  addition  to  the  “Sexual 
Orientation  Bill”  reading:  “Nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  deemed  to  authorize  or 
permit  the  use  of  numerical  goals  or 
quotas,  or  other  types  of  affirmative 
action  programs,  in  the  administration 
or  enforcement  of  those  provisions 
relating  to  discrimination  on  account 
of  sexual  orientation.” 

The  wording  is  identical  to  that 
suggested  by  Yale  Law  Professor  John 
Emerson  to  counteract  concern  that 
the  bill  would  require  employers  to 
abide  by  “gay  hiring  quotas.”  Emer¬ 
son  had  maintained  that  such  an 
enforcement  program  would  be  illegal 
since  investigations  into  an  employee’s 
sexual  orientation  would  be  a  constitu¬ 
tional  invasion  of  privacy. 

Sen.  Betty  Hudson,  D-Madison, 
sponsor  of  the  amendment  and  a 
strong  advocate  of  the  bill,  told  GCN 
that  the  amendment  was  not  a  “self- 
defeating  compromise.”  “It  won’t 
take  the  teeth  out  of  the  bill  because 
Prof.  Emerson’s  view  is  one  shared  by 
many  representatives,”  she  said.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Hudson,  opposition  to  af¬ 
firmative  action  was  a  significant 
factor  in  losing  votes  last  year.  “It  was 
not  a  ‘red  herring’,”  she  said. 

Gail  Robinson,  a  member  of  the 
“Sexual  Orientation  Committee”  and 
a  lobbyist  for  the  bill,  told  GCN  that 
she  received  a  written  promise  of 
support  from  one  of  last  year’s  bill 
opponents  following  the  amendment. 

“Rep.  Richard  Balducci,  D-Newing- 
ton,  says  he  will  vote  for  the  bill  this 
year,”  Robinson  explained.  In  his 
letter,  Rep.  Balducci,  a  teacher  in 
Connecticut,  said  of  the  affirmative 
action  issue:  “If  this  question  is  clari¬ 
fied,  as  I  think  it  will  be,  I  will  vote  for 
the  bill.” 

Sen.  Hudson  was  elated  by  the  news, 
and  suggest  that  several  representative 
friends  of  Balducci  may  also  decide  to 
vote  yes  this  year.  “And  when  you  only 
need  16  more  ‘yes’  votes,  every  one 
counts,”  Hudson  said. 

Asked  when  the  bill  might  reach  the 
House  floor,  Hudson  could  only 
predict  that  it  would  be  within  the  next 
several  weeks.  “We  just  have  to  play  it 
by  ear,”  she  said. 
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Gov.  Shapp  Campaigns  at  Boston  Gay  Bar 


Gov.  Milton  Shapp  of  Pennsylvania  seeks  votes  at  Boston’s  15  Lansdowne  Street 
Discotheque.  Photo  by  John  Scagliotti 


By  Neil  Miller 

BOSTON  —  “Who’s  that  guy?” 
one  gay  man  asked  his  friend  at 
Boston’s  Fifteen  Lansdowne  Disco¬ 
theque  last  Tuesday.  “He’s  running 
for  President,  I  think.”  “Which  one  is 
he?”  “I  don’t  know.  I  think  he’s 
governor  of  Tennessee  or  someplace 
like  that.” 

And  so,  Milton  Shapp,  who  is  in  fact 
the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  became 
the  first  presidential  candidate  to 
actually  campaign  in  a  gay  bar.  Shapp, 
the  longest  of  political  long  shots  and, 
for  many  gays,  the  noblest  of  lost 
causes,  made  a  short  speech  and  shook 
hands  at  the  most  sumptuous  of 
Boston’s  gay-oriented  discos. 

Flanked  by  a  group  of  Secret  Service 
men,  Shapp  entered  the  bar  at  11:45. 
The  governor,  who  is  one  of  the  many 
candidates  to  actively  seek  the  support 
of  gay  voters  this  year,  was  supposed 
to  appear  at  the  Lansdowne  about  an 
hour  earlier.  However,  according  to 
one  member  of  Massachusetts  Gays  for 
Shapp,  a  police  officer  informed  Secret 
Service  agents  that  the  bar  was  “not 
safe”  because  there  had  been  a  fight 
inside.  In  fact,  there  had  been  a  scuffle 


outside.  The  governor  returned  to  his 
hotel,  but  the  situation  was  soon  clari¬ 
fied  and  he  made  his  planned  appear¬ 
ance. 


Gov.  Shapp’s  reception  at  the  bar 
was  unquestionably  mixed.  When  he 
got  up  to  speak  from  a  platform  just 
above  the  spot  where  the  go-go  boy 


holds  forth,  the  crowd  refused  to  quiet 
down.  Many  bar  patrons  had  obviously 
come  for  a  night  of  dancing,  cruising, 
having  a  good  time,  and  were  unwilling 
to  be  put  out  to  listen  to  a  governor  of 
whom  many  of  them  had  never  heard. 

Obviously  miffed,  Shapp  thanked 
the  crowd  for  letting  him  appear  and 
quickly  left  the  platform.  However,  the 
governor  brightened  up  as  several  gay 
women  and  men  came  up  to  him  and 
told  him  how  much  they  appreciated 
his  strong  support  of  gay  rights.  As 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  Shapr  is¬ 
sued  an  executive  order  barring  dis¬ 
crimination  against  homosexuals  in 
state  employment,  and  recently  set  up  a 
Council  for  Sexual  Minorities.  The 
governor  seemed  comfortable,  shook 
some  hands,  and  returned  to  his  hotel 
for  a  good  night’s  sleep. 

For  Milton  Shapp  it  was  just  another 
day  on  the  stump  in  what  most  observ¬ 
ers  feel  is  a  campaign  for  the  vice¬ 
presidency  or  an  ambassadorship  in¬ 
stead  of  the  White  House  itself.  But  for 
gay  people,  Shapp’s  appearance,  as 
well  as  his  and  candidate  Fred  Harris’s 
recent  pre-primary  advertisements  in 
GCN,  gave  persuasive  evidence  of  the 
new  respectability  of  the  gay  vote. 


A  Tale  of  TwoChurches 


-Episcopalians  in  Boston 


be  ‘condemning’.” 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Back  Bay, 
the  gay  Episcopalian  group  Integrity 
holds  its  weekly  services  at  Emmanuel 
Church  on  Newbury  Street.  “Emman¬ 
uel  has  been  very  supportive  of  our 
group,”  Dick  York,  Integrity  spokes¬ 
person,  says. 

And  the  sermon  of  the  church’s 
minister  tends  to  back  up  that  assess¬ 
ment. 

“Homosexuality  is  the  sexuality  of 
millions  of  persons.  This  is  their  mode 
for  expressing  their  relationship  to  God 
and  to  neighbor. 

“In  most  of  human  history,  a  funda¬ 
mental  concern  was  continuing  the 
species.  War,  pestilence,  plague,  high 
infant  mortality,  short  life  expectancy, 
disease  put  a  premium  value  on 
procreation.  It  is  not  difficult  to  see  the 
tight  bind  of  sex  with  procreation. 

“Today  the  human  problem  is 
almost  exactly  the  reverse:  it  is  how  to 
reduce  the  human  family  if  there  is  to 
be  any  quality  life  at  all;  it  is  how  to 
insure  sufficient  food,  green  spaces, 
clean  air  and  water  and  ocean. 

“Sex  takes  on  another  meaning  .  .  . 

“If  those  meanings  include  accepting 
our  own  sexuality  as  good,  and  include 
entrusting  our  sexuality  to  another 
person,  as  I  to  Thou,  and  receiving  the 
sexuality  of  another  person  as  Thou  to 
I,  then  there  is  an  entirely  new  basis  for 
evaluating  the  meaning  of  masturba¬ 
tion,  homosexuality  and  pre-marital 
sex.  In  fact,  they  no  longer  make  sense 
as  moral  categories. 

“The  moral  issue  becomes:  what  is 
the  meaning  of  sex  as  it  relates  to 


personhood:  self,  self  meeting  another 
person;  in  all  my  relationships? 

“For  the  homosexual  as  for  the 
heterosexual,  the  issue  is  whether  eros 
is  directed  by  Agape  —  whether  it 
stands  for  I-Thou  or  1-It. 

“The  church  true  to  its  vocation 
must  pronounce  the  Thou  in  every 
person,  must  affirm  the  individual  and 
particular  sexuality  by  which  the  Thou 
is  realized,  must  celebrate  the  common 
human-ness  of  us  all  —  in  which 
together  in  love  we  know  our  common 
pilgrimage  toward  citizenship  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

“It  was  in  light  of  procreation  that 
homosexuality  was  called  a  sin  or 
disorder.  We  live  now  in  a  different 
light,  which  reveals  to  us  that  such 
judgments  are  themselves  sinful  and 
disordered,”  Kershaw  said. 

In  a  brief  telephone  conversation. 
Rev.  Kershaw  was  asked  by  this 
reporter  if  it  was  his  belief  that  a 
person  could  be  morally  acceptable 
and  a  homosexual.  “It  is  more  than  a 
simple  belief,”  he  said.  “It  is  my 
conviction.” 

Despite  the  pressures  and  the  hostil¬ 
ity  for  many  gay  people,  working 
within  the  established  churches  is  still  a 
priority.  As  Richard  York,  Joe  McCal- 
ly  and  David  Frusti  put  it  in  their  letter 
to  GCN,  “The  church  is  always  in  need 
of  reformation.  Therefore  working 
within  the  church  is  necessary.  Our 
vocation  is  to  stay  within  the  church. 
This  is  not  necessarily  every  person’s 
vocation  ...  we  continue  steadfast  to 
our  faith  in  Christ.” 


Snuffing  Out  ‘Snuff’ 


(Continued  from  page  1) 


By  Matthew  Perry 

BOSTON  —  “If  anything  goes,  it 
goes  straight  to  hell,”  Reverend  G. 
Harris  Collingwood,  Rector  of  Bos¬ 
ton’s  fashionable  Church  of  the  Ad¬ 
vent,  told  his  congregation  in  his 
sermon  on  Jan.  18.  “Licentiousness  is 
not  a  way  of  righteousness.  Discip¬ 
line,  self-control,  renunciation  are 
absolutely  essential  components  of 
Christian  life.” 

“Sexual  purity  is  not  something  to 
snigger  at  but  to  strive  for,”  the 
Episcopal  minister  continued.  “Adult¬ 
ery,  promiscuity,  licentiousness,  lust, 
fornication  are  not  the  marks  of 
Christian  life:  purity,  temperance, 
chastity,  abstinence,  fidelity  are.  These 
are  virtues  of  the  narrow  way  that  leads 
to  eternal  life.” 

Only  three  days  had  passed  since  the 
Vatican  had  delivered  its  controversial 
“Declaration  on  Certain  Questions 
Concerning  Sexual  Ethics,”  and  so 
Rev.  Collingwood’s  sermon  to  a 
congregation  that  includes  a  large 
number  of  gay  people,  seemed  deliber¬ 
ately  timed.  Episcopal  Beacon  Hill  was 
clearly  coming  down  on  the  side  of 
Rome. 

However,  diversity  of  opinion  is  the 
rule  within  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  week  later  the  pastor  of  Boston’s 
Emmanuel  Church,  Rev.  A.  L.  Ker¬ 
shaw,  delivered  a  sermon  that  he  called 
“a  response  to  the  Vatican  Guidelines 
on  sexual  ethics.”  The  sermon  sounded 
as  if  it  might  be  interpreted  as  a 
response  to  Collingwood  as  well. 

“When  I  was  asked  immediately  if 
the  declaration  represented  a  general 
‘Christian  view  of  sexuality,’  ‘NO,’  I 
said.  There  are  Roman  Catholic  theo¬ 
logians  who  disagree  as  well  as  agree. 
There  are  Anglican  and  Protestant 
leaders  who  agree  and  disagree.  No  — 
it  is  not  the  Christian  view.  It  is  not  my 
view  .  .  . 

“We  are  in  mid-revolution,”  Rev. 
Kershaw  continued.  “The  old  rules 
and  mores  are  gone.  The  patterns  of 
the  future  have  not  jelled.” 

It’s  clear  that  many  gay  people  are 
attracted  to  the  established  churches  in 
their  search  for  some  sort  of  moral  and 
spiritual  meaning  in  their  lives.  A 
member  of  the  Advent’s  parish,  who 
declined  to  be  identified,  told  GCN 
that  “There  is  no  institution  that 


provides  moral  guidelines  for  gay 
people,  and  the  church,  I  believe, 
should  be  one.”  When  asked  if  he  felt 
that  this  was  provided  at  the  Church  of 
the  Advent,  he  replied,  “No,  I  haven’t 
found  that  to  be  true  there,  or  in  any 
other  church  for  that  matter,  except 
maybe  the  MCC.” 

In  a  letter  sent  to  GCN,  composed 
jointly  by  members  of  Boston’s  Dignity 
(gay  Catholic  organization)  and  Integ¬ 
rity  (gay  Episcopalian  organization), 
David  Frusti,  Joe  McCally  and  Richard 
York  emphasized  their  commitment  to 
their  churches.  “We  can  and  will 
continue  to  witness  to  Christ,  to  call 
ourselves  Christians,  and  remain  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church.”  To  clarify,  the 
letter  continued,  “We  can  do  this  in 
conscience  because  the  organized 
church  and  the  Church  are  not 
necessarily  the  same.  The  organized 
church  is  the  body  which  makes 
decisions.  Those  who  do  the  will  of 
God  (i.e.  believe  and  accept  the  call  of 
Jesus  Christ,  care  for  the  sick  and 
disabled)  are  the  Church.” 

Both  Rev.  Collingwood,  rector  of 
the  Church  of  the  Advent,  and  Robert 
Sevensky,  former  sexton  of  the  church, 
declined  to  talk  to  GCN  concerning  the 
Advent’s  position  on  the  Vatican  and 
on  gays  generally.  In  a  letter  empha¬ 
sizing  his  refusal  to  talk  with  GCN, 
Sevensky  indicated  that  “We  at  the 
Advent  are  beginning  to  go  through  a 
re-examination,  and  evaluation  of  our 
condition  as  a  Christian  community.” 
He  noted  that  “This  re-examination 
was  initiated  by  the  Rector  and 
announced  to  the  Parish  on  Jan.  6, 
1976,  at  which  time  the  rector  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  assist  in  this 
undertaking.” 

As  Collingwood’s  announcement  of 
self-examination  took  place,  according 
to  Sevensky,  nine  days-  before  the 
Vatican  statement,  the  timi.ig  would 
tend  to  reinforce  the  impression  of 
self-inspired  re-assessment. 

A  person  who  has  attended  services 
at  the  Advent  for  twenty  years  expres¬ 
sed  how  he  felt  about  Rev.  Colling¬ 
wood,  with  the  qualification  that  he  is 
not  a  member  of  the  parish.  “In  my 
opinion,  he  [Rev.  Collingwood]  is  a 
strong,  good,  helpful  man,  and  be¬ 
lieves  in  the  teachings  and  the  ‘canons’ 
of  the  church.  He  is  greatly  maligned 
and  misunderstood.  It  is  not  in  him  to 


women.”  “We  don’t  feel  that  the  big 
money  creeps  should  be  able  to  foist 
their  sick  eroticism  on  the  rest  of  us,” 
Fritz  told  GCN  in  an  interview. 

Fritz  strongly  attacked  those  who 
would  defend  “Snuff”  on  the  basis  of 
freedom  of  speech,  particularly  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union.  “No 
one  has  the  right  to  call  an  open  season 
on  women,”  she  said.  “There  is  a 
recognized  limit  to  free  speech.  If  a 
film  encouraged  the'lynching  of  blacks 
or  the  gassing  of  Jews,  we’d  hear  about 
it.  There  seems  to  be  a  particular 
blindness  when  it  comes  to  women. 


We’ve  got  to  seriously  rethink  our 
attitudes  in  these  areas,”  Fritz  said. 

She  also  noted  that  “Snuff”  first 
opened  in  drive-in  movie  theatres  in 
south  New  Jersey.  “It  worries  me  to 
think  that  there  were  women  with  their 
dates  in  the  back  seats  of  cars  while  a 
movie  like  this  was  being  shown,”  she 
said. 

In  addition  to  the  daily  protests  at 
the  National  Theatre,  a  demonstration 
against  the  film  will  take  place  at  the 
office  of  District  Attorney  Morgen- 
thau,  155  Leonard  St.,  on  Tuesday, 
March  2  at  12  noon. 
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EDITORIAL" 

There  has  been  a  running  battle  in 
our  letters  column  pro  and  con  staying 
in  the  closet.  As  you  know,  GCN  prints 
almost  every  letter  we  receive;  we  do 
not  select  subjects.  However,  in  this 
case,  we  would  like  to  editorially  add 
our  voice  to  the  controversy. 

Coming  out  may  be  seen  as  a  three- 
step  process:  realizing  to  yourself  that 
you  are  gay,  telling  significant  persons 
in  your  life  (friends,  parents,  children), 
presenting  yourself  to  the  outside 
world  (employers,  neighbors,  commu¬ 
nity)  as  gay.  To  GCN  all  these  phases 
are  valid  lifestyle  choices. 

Of  course,  those  gays  that  run  for 
office  or  demonstrate  or  come  out  on 
the  job  make  the  news  that  we  print. 
Gays  that  write,  act,  sing  about  their 
identity  also  make  the  newspaper.  But 
we  would  like  to  write  more  about  you 
who  enjoy  your  gay  lifestyle  quietly 
within  the  confines  of  your  special 
group.  We  recognize  that  many  have 


Letters  to  the  Editor  should  be  200 
words  or  less.  All  letters  submitted  for 
publication  must  be  signed;  names  will 
be  withheld  upon  request.  GCN  retains 
the  right  to  edit  all  letters. 


sincere  hopes 

Dear  David  Brill: 

1  am  sorry  that  I  was  unable  to  attend  the 
benefit  you  held  on  the  18th.  I  have  been 
working  with  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Cultural 
Affairs  trying  to  help  relocate  the  Jamaica  Plain 
fire  victims.  As  you  are  well  aware,  this  is  not  an 
easy  task,  but  one  my  office  will  continue  to 
work  on.  1  can  appreciate  the  enormity  of  the 
artists’  loss. 

1  sincerely  hope  that  your  benefit  was  a  great 

success. 

Sincerely, 

Lawrence  S.  DiCara 
Boston  City  Councillor 


thanking  you 

Editor,  GCN: 

The  Factory  Fire  Relief  Organization  would 
like  to  thank  the  Gay  Community  News  as  well 
as  the  gay  community,  for  their  support  in  our 
time  of  need.  Many  thanks  for  your  being 
organized  and  ready  to  work  quickly  to  provide 
the  kind  of  help  that  is  desperately  needed  at  this 
time.  To  date,  the  Gay  Community  News  contri¬ 
bution  has  been  the  largest  single  contribution  to 
the  relief  fund. 

Many  thanks  also  to  the  individuals  who  gave 
their  time  and  efforts  to  help  put  together  the 


damned  good  reasons  for  not  coming 
out  publicly.  If  true  gay  liberation  were 
here,  we  wouldn’t  even  need  a  news¬ 
paper.  But  it  isn’t,  and  there  are  still 
family,  jobs,  court  cases  to  be  con¬ 
sidered.  At  the  same  time,  if  you  are  in 
the  closet,  GCN  has  a  difficult  time 
finding  you  to  discover  your  interests 
so  that  we  can  best  serve  you. 

Gays  in  the  suburbs,  with  children, 
teaching,  doing  therapy  or  marriage 
counseling  to  heterosexual  couples, 
running  businesses,  gays  in  any  form 
of  work  or  living  situation  that  makes 
public  stance  a  difficulty  —  we  want 
your  stories.  And  we  do  not  mind 
changing  names,  places  and  dates  so 
that  you  won’t  blow  your  cover.  The 
important  thing  to  us  is  that  your  story 
with  different  names  and  places  is  the 
story  of  many  of  our  readers.  A  lesbian 
mother  in  Quincy  trying  desperately  to 
keep  her  husband  from  finding  out  has 
the  same  problem  as  a  lesbian  mother 
in  New  York  City.  We  want  GCN  to  be 


show  at  15  Lansdowne  Street  which  provided 
exceptional  entertainment  for  those  who  turned 
out  in  support. 

We  hope  the  gay  community  will  continue  to 
be  sympathetic  to  the  artists’  needs  caused  by  the 
fire  and  hope  that  in  appreciation  the  artists’ 
community  will  aid  in  supporting  the  gay 
community. 

Many  thanks  again. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Flarris,  Chairman 
Factory  Fire  Relief  Organization 

prison  deten¬ 
tion  blues 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters: 

In  November  1975,  I  Wrote  you  about  Rape  in 
Prison.  Since  then  I  really  have  received  the 
pressure  because  of  the  article. 

I  am  writing  you  this  letter  from  inside  a  cell 
that  is  no  larger  than  6  feet  wide  by  7  feet  long 
and  some  13  feet  high.  In  my  cell  there  is  a 
urinal,  commode,  and  sink  all  built  into  one 
ungodly  work  or  form  of  craftsmanship.  It  also 
has  a  set  of  bunk-beds  and  a  light  that  burns  for 
17  hours  a  day. 

For  those  of  you  who  are  unfamiliar  with  my 
living  conditions,  1  Could  suggest  that  you  go  into 
your  bathroom,  lock  the  door,  by  the  way  flush 
the  key  down  the  commode,  then  lay  down  in 
your  bathtub  for  3  (three)  months.  Now  I  ask 
you  is  this  dehumanization  or  what  is.  1  was 
placed  in  prison  detention  because  of  an  Institu¬ 
tion  Accident  Report  numbers  208  and  306.  (208) 
Possession  of  anything  not  issed  to  him  through 
Institution  channels.  (306)  Conduct  which 
disrupts  the  security  and  running  of  the 
institution.  In  so  many  words  I  stated  some 
confidential  memos. 

The  reason  for  this  letter.  Well,  I’ve  written 


able  to  give  support  to  all  closeted 
people. 

While  GCN  respects  and  supports 
the  right  of  all  gay  people  to  decide 
whether  or  not  they  want  to  come  out 
and  to  choose  whatever  degree  of 
coming  out  they  feel  is  appropriate  in 
their  lives,  nevertheless  we  feel  that 
there  is  a  definite  relation  between 
political  progress  for  gay  people  and 
coming  out.  The  more  gay  people  at  all 
levels  of  society  who  make  their 
gayness  known,  the  less  easy  it  is  for 
straight  society  to  ridicule  gays,  to  fear 
them,  or  pretend  that  they  don’t  exist. 

GCN  would  like  to  make  the  word 
“gay”  so  commonly  heard  that  it  has 
as  little  effect  as  “blonde”  or  “short” 
on  the  listener.  We’ll  keep  putting 
“The  Gay  Weekly”  on  the  streets, 
newsstands,  and  in  bookstores  until 
that  happens.  Because  when  that 
happens  there  won’t  be  any  struggle:  to 
come  out  or  not  to  come  out.  Everyone 
will  just  be. 


several  articles  about  what  goes  on  behind  these 
Gray  Walls,  and  they,  the  Prison  Administra¬ 
tion,  just  put  the  pressure  on.  I  am  forced  to  live 
in  a  bathroom,  eat  and  sleep  in  ii  24  hours  a  day. 

Since  my  incarceration  I’ve  started  a  book 
called,  Marian  Penitentiary  —  Alcatraz  for  the 
Mind.  My  manuscript  so  far  contains  19  chapters 
in  which  it  deals  with  Behavior  Modification 
right  on  through  to  the  Institutional  Life  Style 
one  must  adapt  in  order  to  survive  inside  Prison. 
I  would  like  to  give  it  to  the  GCN  newspaper  — 
free  of  charge  of  course,  in  hope  that  a  running 
article  of  the  book  be  printed.  If  there  is  a 
possible  chance  this  could  happen  I  would  be 
happy  to  send  it  to  you. 

Thank  you,  signed: 

Slowly  being  Dehumanized, 

Daniel  Sanickus 

P.S.  The  book  is  an  honest  and  true  statement  of 
what  living  in  prison  is  like  for  6I/2  years.  Please 
print  my  article  in  hope  that  the  response  will  be 
favorable  towards  reading  a  running  article  of 
the  book.  Prior  to  your  approval  of  the  book, 
that  is. 
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on  coming  out 


Dear  GCN, 

I  was  really  impressed  with  the  letters  section 
of  the  Feb.  14  GCN.  There  was  so  much  concrete 
criticism  and  information  that  the  letters  formed 
one  of  the  best  parts  of  the  paper. 

1  feel  the  need,  however,  to  take  issue  with  Bob 
Schwartz’s  remarks  on  coming  out.  Coming  out 
is  an  incredibly  important  process.  It  gives  one  a 
sense  of  “wholeness”  and  makes  a  powerful 
statement  to  the  het  world.  Admittedly,  for 
some,  the  problems  of  coming  out  are  insur¬ 
mountable.  but  for  many  they’re  not.  Those  of 
us  who  are  out  must  not  only  encourage  but 
criticize  those  who  remain  in  the  closet.  Criticism 
can  be  honest  and  caring,  and  it  helps  to  lead  one 
to  self-fulfillment.  Everyone  who  remains  in  the 
closet  helps  the  het  system  to  oppress  me,  and 
I’m  not  going  to  sit  back  and  maintain  polite 
silence  while  that  happens. 

To  those  who  are  out,  I  say,  “Give  support 
and  honest  criticism  to  your  closeted  friends.” 
And  to  those  still  in  the  closet  1  say,  “Come 
out.” 

Gayly, 

John  Campbell 

proud 

pederasts 


Dear  GCN: 

In  his  letter-to-the-editor  (GCN,  Feb.  14, 
1976,  p.  4)  W.  B.  Secor  attempts  to  justify 
behavior  modification.  Let  no  one  be  deceived! 
His  efforts  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  gay 
community  by  repudiating  “therapy  programs  at 
altering  the  choice  of  adult  partners”  and  by 
approving  “in-vivo  desensitization”  by  which 
the  “client’s  sex  orientation  is  changed  from 
young  male  boys  to  that  of  an  adult  homosex¬ 
ual ”  [his  emphasis]  clearly  shows  a  continuing 
determination  to  exploit  the  current  legal 
situation  and  his  fellow  human  beings.  In  fact, 
increasing  social  acceptance  of  homosexuals  and 
changes  in  state  laws  have  deprived  behavior 
modification  of  clients  who  wish  to  change  their 
sex  orientation  from  adult  homosexual  to  adult 
heterosexual.  As  a  result,  an  attempt  is  now 
being  made  to  stay  ‘one  step  ahead  of  the  law’ 
and  attract  clients  by  suggesting  the  desirability 
of  changing  one’s  sex  orientation,  not  from  adult 
homosexual  to  adult  heterosexual,  but  from 
“young  male  boys”  to  “adult  homosexual.”  The 
self-serving  intent  of  this  should  be  clear  to  all. 

Of  course  there  are  pederasts  who  are  in 
violation  of  the  law  (just  as  in  most  states  many 
adult  homosexual  and  heterosexual  relations 
violate  the  law),  but  it  is  the  law  and  not  the  sex 
orientation  that  needs  to  be  changed.  Above  all, 
it  is  social  attitudes  that  need  to  be  changed,  for 
ours  is  not  —  as  is  widely  believed  —  a  ‘nation  of 
laws’.  There  needs  to  be  a  recognition  of  the 
right  of  minors,  and  not  just  ‘consenting  adults’, 
to  have  sexual  relations  with  one  another  and 
with  adults  of  their  choice.  There  needs  to  be  a 
recognition  that  the  majority  of  pederasts  are  not 
exploitive,  but  on  the  contrary,  feel  an  obligation 
to  help  and  ‘be  there’  for  the  young  person  long 
after  he/she  has  passed  the  age  that  is  sexually 
attractive.  And  if  this  feeling  of  obligation  is  not 
as  prevalent  as  one  might  wish,  then  we  should 
consider  ways  of  encouraging  it,  rather  than 
promoting  the  responsibility-dodging  attempt  to 
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change  sexual  orientation  from  “young  male 
boys”  (male  boys?)  to  that  of  an  "adult  homo¬ 
sexual.” 

A  pederast  can  be  very  helpful  to  a  young 
person,  and  most  do  want  to  help.  Why  should 
their  help  not  be  accepted?  The  belief  that 
pederasty  should  be  totally  rejected  is  (to  use  the 
words  of  W.  B.  Secor)  “as  naive  and  ill- 
informed  as  the  belief  that  homsexuality  is  a 
‘disease’  or  that  behavioral  therapists  go  running 
around  ‘zapping’  gays  with  electric  shocks  in 
order  to  ‘cure’  them  of  their  ‘illness’.”  The  time 
must,  and  will,  come  when  we  can  say  to  the 
proud  practicing  pederast  —  “Right  on!” 

Hubert  Kennedy 


Ferns. 


the  whole  hog 

Dear  GCN: 

Tony  Russo’s  “New  York  Revelations” 
(GCN,  Feb.  14)  states,  with  astonishing  inaccur¬ 
acy,  that  the  New  York  State  Coalition  of  Gay 
Organizations  demonstration  planned  for  the 
Democratic  Party  convention  next  July  has  as  its 
purpose  to  “push  for  a  plank  on  the  Democratic 
Party  Platform  in  support  of  Gay  Rights.”  The 
purpose  of  the  NYSCGO  demonstration  (the 
idea  for  which  originated  in  G  AA)  is  not  to  press 
for  the  Democratic  Party  to  include  a  plank,  but 
rather  to  address  itself  to  the  public  and  the 
world  at-large  in  an  effort  to  focus  attention  on 
the  discrimination  faced  by  homosexuals,  and  on 
the  callousness  of  so-called  public  servants 
(many  of  whom  will  be  at  the  convention)  in 
failing  to  repeal  sodomy  laws  and  to  pass  gay 
rights  legislation.  Our  aim  will  be  to  demonstrate 
to  the  world  that  gays  have  no  reason  to  celebrate 
the  Bicentennial  so  long  as  our  basic  civil  rights 
are  still  denied  us. 

The  meeting  which  Russo  reported  on  actually 


decided  not  to  make  the  mistake  of  diverting  the 
gay  movement  into  the  dead  end  of  lobbying  as  a 
pressure  group  within  the  Democratic  Party.  Let 
other  people.  Democrats,  spend  (or  waste)  their 
time  doing  that.  Our  aim  is  to  mobilize  other 
oppressed  gay  people  in  demanding  our  rights, 
not  to  get  sucked  into  the  party  shell  game  of 
bartering  away  the  rights  of  the  oppressed  to 
advance  the  personal  cause  and  glory  of  one  or 
another  self-appointed  presidential  candidate. 
We  will  be  there  to  demand  the  whole  hog  — 
now.  Repeal  all  consensual  sodomy^statutes,  and 
pass  gay  rights  legislation.  Now.  Everywhere. 
That  message  should  not  be  directed  only  at 
Democrats,  but  at  all  politicians  and  govern¬ 
mental  bench  warmers  —  Democrat,  Republican, 
or  whatever. 

Yours  for  gay  liberation, 

David  Thorstad,  President,  G.A.A.,  N.Y. 
P.S.  Thanks  to  John  Kyper  for  his  fine  report  on 
GAA’s  forum  “Is  There  a  Gay  Culture”  (GCN, 
Feb.  21). 


megalo¬ 
maniacs  and 
presidents 


Letter  to  GCN: 

Richard  Goodstein’s  Advocate  tirade  against 
gay  liberationists  reveals  more  about  him  than  it 
does  about  us  whom  he  is  attacking.  I  agree  with 
David  Indiana’s  letter  (GCN,  2/21)  that  some 
activists  are  possessed  of  monumental  ego  trips 
(though  we  must  realize  that  anyone  who  creates 
or  speaks  out  is  motivated  by  at  least  some  ego  — 
nothing  necessarily  wrong  in  that).  But  Good- 
stein  lacks  the  decency  to  identify  his  opponents 
by  name  and  the  integrity  to  take  their  politics 
seriously.  It  is  clear  Goodstein  is  attempting  to 
manipulate  the  gay  movement  for  his  own  com¬ 
mercial  and  political  purposes.  Thus  in  accusing 
activists  of  megalomania,  he  is  guilty  of  the 
grossest  hypocrisy.  Look  who’s  talking! 

On  another  matter,  1  wish  GCN’s  presidential 
candidate  profiles  had  included  at  least  a  para¬ 
graph’s  discussion  of  Wallace,  Ford  and  Reagan. 
1  assume  these  candidates  have  either  avoided  the 
issue  or  are  outright  hostile,  but  I’d  like  to  know 
for  sure.  The  quick  dismissal  of  Wallace, 
especially,  is  a  case  of  our  desire  for  wishful 
thinking:  ignore  him  and  he’ll  go  away.  Real  life 
is  not  that  easy. 

John  Kyper 


wholesale 

condemnation 


Dear  People: 

I  wish  to  advise  your  readers  that  the 
Rabbinical  Council  of  America  which,  according 
to  the  Feb.  21  GCN ,  supports  the  recently  issued 
Papal  pronouncement  which  criticized  gay 
people  as  “rejecting  God,"  only  reflects  the 
views  of  those  individuals  at  the  Council’s 
convention  Who  supported  the  statement.  Jews 
have  never  authorized  any  individual  or  group, 
whether  it  be  the  Rabbinical  Council  or  the  State 
of  Israel,  to  speak  in  their  collective  name 

Contrary  to  what  the  article  states,  the  head  of 
the  Rabbinical  Council  does  not  “speak  lor  the 
most  traditional  branch  of  Judaism.”  I  know  of 
many  observant  Jews  who  would  take  issue  with 
the  Council’s  negative  stand  on  gay  people. 

It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  the  same 
issue  of  GCN  carried  a  news  brief  regarding  a 
group  of  New  York  based  Gay  Lib  people  who 
picketed  a  Jackson  rally.  Your  article  quotes 
David  Thorstad,  one  of  the  group’s  leaders  and  a 
member  of  GAA,  as  saying,  “.  .  .  we  wanted  to 
show  the  alliance  between  Jackson  and  the  reac¬ 
tionary  Orthodox  Jewish  Community.”  Such 
statements  can  only  serve  to  alienate  people  who 
are  not  necessarily  hostile  to  the  gay  community. 
If  certain  self-appointed  Black  leaders  were  to 
criticize  gays,  which  they  have  repeatedly  done, 
would  Mr.  Thorstad  and  others  like  him  issue  a 
wholesale  condemnation  of  the  “reactionary 
Black  community"? 

Shalom  uvracha! 

Tavi  Goodman  (Chicago) 


FORUM 


On  February  18,  a  benefit  was 
held  on  behalf  of  the  victims  of 
the  tragic  fire  in  Boston's  Ja¬ 
maica  Plain  section.  Many  com¬ 
munity  leaders  were  invited  to 
attend,  but  only  one  invited 
member  of  Boston's  non-gay 
community  offered  his  presence: 
That  was  State  Representative 
Mel  King  of  the  South  End.  Mel's 
contribution  to  the  welfare  of 
gay  people  as  a  member  of  the 
state  legislature  are  innumer¬ 
able  and  in  this  brief  space,  we 
would  like  to  state  with  our 
deepest  respect.  Thanks  for  ev¬ 
erything,  Mel  King. 


BLACK  MALE  HOMOSEXUALS 

VIS-A-VIS  THE  GAY  LIBERATION  MOVEMENT 


By  Jon  Clay  borne 

It  is  readily  evident  to  me  that  black 
male  homosexuals  are  not  motivated  to 
participate  in  Gay  Liberation  endeav¬ 
ors,  for  despite  the  fact  that  two  of  the 
most  populous  black  communities  in 
the  United  States  are  located  in  New 
York  City,  few  blacks  have  ever 
marched  in  the  city’s  annual  Christo¬ 
pher  Street  Liberation  Day  parades,  or 
attended  Gay  Liberation  meetings; 
nor,  I  suspect,  is  this  situation  unique 
to  New  York  City.  Leaders  of  the 
GAA/Washington  admit  that  they 
have  been  unable  to  attract  black 
homosexuals  to  GAA,  although  the 
city  is  15%  black;  heavily  black  Detroit 
almost  seems  devoid  of  movement 
activity;  and  news  reports  from  the 
West  Coast  do  not  suggest  that  black 
homosexuals  are  any  more  concerned 
about  gay  consciousness  out  there  than 
those  on  this  coast. 

While  I  note,  with  concern,  the 
attitude  of  many  gay  activists  who 
ignore  the  lack  of  black  participation 
in  the  movement  and  seem  unperturbed 
that  gay  liberation  usually  receives 
sensational  and  frequently  misleading 
coverage  in  the  black  press,  I  am 
troubled  by  the  circumstances  that  I 
believe  inhibit  black  homosexuals, 
black  male  homosexuals  in  particular, 
from  becoming  associated  with  and/or 
familiar  with  the  Gay  Liberation 
Movement.  I  have  heard  other  black 
male  homosexuals  cite  white  racism  as 


a  justification  for  their  refusal  to 
involve  themselves  in  the  movement  far 
too  often  to  dismiss  the  claim  as  a  mere 
closety  cop-out.  This  claim  has  occa¬ 
sionally  been  accentuated  by  the  fear 
that  once  Gay  Rights  have  been 
secured  blacks  will  still  be  struggling  to 
obtain  their  rights.  Gay  Liberation  is 
viewed  as  a  white  dominated  phenom¬ 
enon  and  a  component  of  that  same 
gay  sub-culture  where  black  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  denied  entrance  to  some 
gay  bars  and  are  either  pitted  against  a 
blue-eyed  blonde  ideal  or  treated  as 
mindless  sex  toys. 

Sexism,  and  in  this  case  I  am  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  oppression  of  women,  has 
also  contributed  to  the  reluctance  of 
black  male  homosexuals  to  become 
identified  with  a  public  and  mass 
movement  for  Gay  Rights.  Until 
recently  the  image  of  women  as  the 
weaker  sex  and  sub-servient  to  man 
had  gone  basically  unquestioned;  lead¬ 
ership  in  our  society  was  presumed  to 
fall  naturally  to  the  male.  In  the  United 
States  there  has  been  a  modification  on 
the  male  prerogative  of  dominance  in 
that  that  prerogative  has,  for  the  most 
part,  been  restricted  to  white  males. 
While  at  the  same  time  the  idea  of  male 
supremacy  was  being  reinforced  among 
whites,  black  males  were  forcibly  being 
deprived  of  their  “role.”  Many  black 
males,  consciously  or  unconsciously, 
feel  that  they  must  fulfill  the  role  of 
sole  provider  in  the  black  community 


and  by  asserting  “masculine”  traits 
they  will  accomplish  that  goal.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  stigma  of  weakness  and 
“effemininity”  envisioned  in  the 
homosexual  stereotype,  most  black 
male  homosexuals  prefer  to  and  super¬ 
ficially  do  pass  as  heterosexuals  in 
public.  Although  white  homosexuals 
also  must  contend  with  the  myths 
surrounding  homosexuality,  their  com¬ 
ing  out  process  is  not  complicated  by 
racial  oppression. 

By  presenting  these  thoughts,  I  am 
not  attempting  to  justify  the  hesitancy 
of  black  male  homosexuals  to  join  the 
Gay  Liberation  Movement;  1  hope, 
instead,  to  have  stimulated  further 
consideration  of  the  black  male  homo¬ 
sexual’s  predicament  which  will  initiate 
positive  action  that  will  result  in  a 
higher  gay  consciousness  among  black 
male  homosexuals  and  all  gays. 

Editor 's  Note:  In  an  attempt  to  get  our 
readership  more  involved  with  the 
paper,  GCN  is  offering  this  space  for 
opinions,  views  or  feelings  on  gay 
issues.  Articles  submitted  to  us  for  this 
space  should  be  addressed  to  Forum, 
c/0  GCN.  The  articles  should  be  500 
words  or  less  and  whenever  possible 
they  should  be  typewritten  and  double 
spaced.  Although,  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  all  copy  we  will  honestly 
strive  to  edit  for  length  not  for  content. 
This  is  your  column,  say  what  you 
want! 
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News  Commentary 


The  Abrupt  Passing  of  the  Stuart 


By  Tom  Reeves 

BOSTON  —  More  than  15  years 
ago,  when  I  first  roamed  Boston  streets 
as  a  student,  one  of  the  few  havens  I 
found  was  the  dirty,  smelly,  but 
somehow  friendly  and  comfortable 
Stuart  Theater  on  lower  Washington 
Street.  The  bars  left  me  cold.  To  be 
honest.  1  was  left  in  the  cold  by  the  bar 
patrons.  At  the  Stuart  1  could  watch  a 
film  —  sometimes  good  ones  —  Rage, 
Psycho,  Tea  &  Sympathy,  A  Thousand 
Clowns  —  and  perhaps  find  <  warm 
hand  or  a  hesitant  kiss  as  well.  My  first 
visit  to  the  Stuart  was  to  see  a 
Dostoevsky  film  for  a  course  at 
Harvard.  I  wound  up  exchanging 
gropes  with  a  charming  young  Armen¬ 
ian  from  Watertown  who  showed  me  a 
lovely  alley  spot  beneath  a  fire  escape 
for  love-making.  Those  were  uptight, 
closeted  days  for  me.  I  was  desperate 
for  any  kind  of  physical  contact  with 


men.  I  remember  being  crushed  when 
the  Armenian  failed  to  show  at  a  date 
we’d  made  for  the  next  week,  and  for 
which  I  had  bought  a  new  rug  and  a 
sofa!  But  I  saw  —  and  touched  —  him 
again  at  the  Stuart. 

The  Stuart  was  full  of  all  kinds  of 
people  —  a  most  democratic  scene, 
when  compared  to  the  bars.  There  were 
many  elderly  men  —  and  some  women 
—  often  exposing  themselves  and 
sharing  phantasies  and  hugs.  There 
were  somewhat  incongruous  business¬ 
men  and  lawyers  in  fine  suits  and  with 
briefcases,  as  well  as  black  and 
Chicano  workers  and  Dorchester, 
Eastie  and  Southie  teenagers.  There 
were  always  a  number  of  people  with 
handicaps:  a  woman  who  hit  herself 
from  time  to  time,  extremely  fat 
people,  deaf  mutes,  hunch-backs,  crip¬ 
ples.  Hustlers  rested  from  their  work, 
but  were  not  averse  to  free  samples. 


One  young  girl  was  there  almost  every 
day.  She  wore  Dondi-like  clothes  and 
was  probably  retarded,  but  she  found 
affection  and  release  along  with  the 
rest. 

One  day  last  month  I  saw  fifteen 
men  at  once  enjoying  the  abandoned 
pleasures  of  every  inch  of  the  body  of  a 
handsome,  masculine  man  in  his  early 
twenties.  The  men  varied  in  age  from 
under  thirty  to  over  seventy,  with  back¬ 
grounds  and  ethnic  strains  which 
appeared  to  be  as  varied.  While  that 
went  on  in  the  bathroom,  a  teenaged 
Latino  was  being  rushed  and  fondled 
by  six  or  seven  equally  diverse  men  in 
the  back  seats  of  the  theater.  Over  100 
assorted  human  beings  found  their 
needs  served  at  the  Stuart  every  day. 
Some  lived  there. 

Last  week  the  Stuart  abruptly  closed. 
One  man  sadly  told  me  as  we  watched 
the  antique  red  marquee  removed  by  a 


crane,  “I  have  come  here  since  before 
the  depression.”  Patrons  who  hadn’t 
missed  a  performance  in  thirty  years 
had  no  warning.  Where  have  they 
gone?  Certainly  not  to  the  plastic, 
money-making  “Pussycat  Cinema” 
that  stands  in  the  Stuart’s  place, 
showing  slick  het  porn. 

Many*gay  people  scoff  at  the  Stuart 
and  are  glad  to  see  it  go.  “What  a  sick 
scene,”  said  a  queen  at  Carnival.  But 
the  Stuart  was  an  important  institution 
for  our  people.  It  grew  directly  out  of 
need  directly  out  of  our  phantasies, 
directly  out  of  a  shared  consciousness 
of  men  and  women  of  all  ages  and 
classes.  The  Lansdowne  discos.  Men’s 
Centers  and  Gay  Pride  Weeks,  as 
important  as  these  may  be,  cannot 
replace  the  Stuart.  We  might  consider, 
however,  what  the  Stuart  meant  to  so 
many  different  people  as  we  attempt  to 
create  less  alienating  places  for  our¬ 
selves. 


NEW  YORK  REVELATIONS 


By  Tony  Russo 

NEW  YORK  —  Taylor  Ross,  co¬ 
coordinator  of  Gay  Media  Coalition 
(GMC)  has  resigned  both  as  an  officer 
and  member  of  the  group.  Ross, 
probably  the  most  dynamic  worker 
GMC  has  ever  had,  is  resigning  to 
spend  more  time  writing  her  novel. 
Along  with  her  resignation  in  GMC  she 
has  also  resigned  from  all  her  activities 
in  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation.  GMC 
will  be  having  elections  this  week  for  a 
new  co-coordinator. 

Jean  O’Leary  and  Allen  Roskoff 
have  been  working  on  their  campaigns 
for  delegates  to  the  Democratic  Na¬ 
tional  Convention.  Seventeen  hundred 
votes  are  needed  to  insure  election.  To 
vote  one  must  be  a  registered  Democrat 
in  either  O’Leary’s  district  20  or 
Roskoff’s  district  18.  Although  both 
O’Leary  and  Roskoff  are  delegates  for 
Birch  Bayh,  if  Bayh  is  not  nominted 
and  if  the  candidates  obtain  1,700 
votes,  there  still  can  be  delegates  at  the 
convention.  For  O’Leary  a  strong  fight 
is  certain.  Other  candidates  who  are 
running  for  the  six  seats  are  Bella 
Abzug,  Fred  Orenstein,  Robert  Ab¬ 
rams  (who  is  at  the  head  of  O’Leary’s 
slate),  and  representatives  for  Henry 
Jackson. 


days  as  the  election  grows  near. 

New  York  State  Coalition  of  Gay 
Organizations  was  incorrectly  reported 
last  week  as  having  set  up  an  ad-hoc 
committee  to  work  on  a  Gay  rights 
plank  for  the  Democratic  National 
Committee.  The  committee  is  not 
working  on  a  plank,  but  only  a  demon¬ 
stration  which  will  coincide  with  the 
convention.  The  demonstration  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  July  12  at  Union 
Square(14th  Street  and  Broadway). 

Last  week  a  Gayproduction  of  Noel 
Coward’s  “Private  Lives”  opened 
off-off  Broadway.  The  play,  presented 
by  Thunderbolt  Enterprises  Inc.,  is  a 
“camp”  version  of  the  Coward  orig¬ 
inal.  The  cast  is  all  male.  Some 
pronouns  in  the  play  are  changed  and 
some  are  not.  Words  such  as  “she” 
and  “her”  are  sometimes  not  changed 
to  the  correct  “he”  and  “him.”  Lines 
such  as:  “Well  I  can  do  that  becuase  I 
am  a  man”  still  remain.  The  play, 
while  having  no  feminist  appeal,  is  a 
curious  version  of  the  original.  Lines 
which  were  comical  in  the  non-Gay 
version  lack  comic  relief  in  this  version 
and  vice  versa.  According  to  the 
playbill,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to 
conclude  that  Coward  originally  ment 
the  play  to  be  Gay.  The  female  charac- 
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ters  are  male-like.  They  are  similar  in  Williams’  female  characters.  Because 
one  sense  to  some  of  Tennessee  of  the  changes  old  lines  become  funny. 

British  Liberal  Leader  Called  Gay 


LONDON,  England  —  Allegations 
have  been  made  public  and  given 
extensive  press  coverage  here  that 
Jeremy  Thorpe,  leader  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  one  of  England’s  three  major 
parties,  is  gay.  The  Gay  News  reports 
that  allegations  about  Thorpe  first 
surfaced  on  Jan.  29  when  a  male  model 
and  author  named  Norman  Scott 
claimed  in  a  Barnstaple  court  that  he 
was  being  hounded  because  of  his 
“sexual  relationship”  with  Thorpe. 

Thorpe  quickly  issued  a  statement 
which  read,  “It  is  well  over  12  years 
since  I  last  saw  or  spoke  to  Mr.  Scott. 
There  is  no  truth  in  Mr.  Scott’s  wild 
allegations.” 

However,  the  next  day  the  London 
press  revealed  that  former  Liberal 
Member  of  Parliament  Peter  Bessell 
has  been  making  small  weekly  pay-' 
ments  to  Thorpe’s  accuser  for  a  period 
of  about  18  months.  Bessell  claimed 
that  the  payments  were  made  on  his 
own  behalf  and  had  no  relation  what¬ 
soever  to  Thorpe. 
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The  allegations  against  Thorpe  cast 
doubt  on  the  fate  of  the  Liberal  Party’s 
gay  rights  campaign.  The  Liberals  have 
been  the  only  major  party  that  has  had 
a  positive  attitude  towards  gay  rights. 

Bernard  Greaves,  newly  appointed 
director  of  an  internal  campaign  to 
educate  party  members  about  gay 
rights,  asked  for  a  meeting  with  a 
senior  member  of  the  Liberal  Party  to 
discuss  the  campaign.  “It  would  be 
wrong  for  the  party  to  panic  and  scrap 
the  gay  rights  campaign,”  he  told  the 
Gay  News. 

However,  there  has  been  some 
disappointment  about  the  way  in  which 
the  Liberal  Party  leader  has  handled 
the  accusations.  Ruth  Addison,  former 
Young  Liberal  chairperson  who  inau¬ 
gurated  the  gay  rights  campaign,  asked 
Thorpe  why  he  “didn’t  come  out,  and 
say  the  Liberal  Party  believes  in  love.” 
She  asked  why  Thorpe  had  not  simply 
said  that  his  party  believes  that  sexual 
relations  between  consenting  adults 
was  a  personal  matter. 
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Raiders  Survey  Police  Departments 


PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Philadel¬ 
phia-based  Gay  Raiders  has  released 
the  results  of  a  survey  of  police 
departments  in  key  U.S.  cities  concern¬ 
ing  employment  practices  towards  gay 
police  officers  and  prospective  officers. 
The  results  seem  to  indicate  a  quietly 
increasing  acceptance  among  police 
officials  of  gay  women  and  men  as 
prospective  recruits  among  the  nation’s 
municipal  law  enforcement  agencies. 

Seven  of  the  city  police  officials 
(Madison,  Wis.;  East  Lansing,  Mich.; 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  Berkeley,  Palo 
Alto,  Mountain  View  and  Sunnyvale, 
Calif.)  indicated  that  their  departments 
were  following  employment  guidelines 
in  barring  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation. 

One  of  the  most  positive  responses 
came  from  Berkeley  Police  Chief 
Wesley  A.  Pomeroy.  In  a  letter  to  the 
Raiders,  Pomeroy  stated,  “We  make 
no  inquiries  about  an  applicant’s  sex¬ 
ual  preferences,  and  we  would  not 
deny  employment  to  someone  because 
he  or  she  is  gay.”  “We  need  no 
ordinance  to  force  us  to  take  this 
position,”  Pomeroy  continued.  “It’s 
clearly  within  the  spirit  of  constitu¬ 
tional  guarantees  not  to  discriminate 


Gay  Raider  Mark  Segal 


against  gays.  Beyond  that,  common 
decency  demands  that  they  be  treated 
no  differently  than  heterosexuals.” 

Madison  (Wis.)  Police  Social  Serv¬ 
ices  Coordinator  Michael  Puls  indi¬ 
cated  “To  my  knowledge,  we  do  not 
have  any  admitted  homosexuals  in  our 
employ.  If  it  became  known  that  one 
of  our  officers  was  gay,  it  would  not  in 
any  administrative  way  jeopardize  his 


or  her  employment.  Realistically,  how¬ 
ever,  I’m  sure  the  officer  and  the 
department  would  be  faced  with  a 
rather  difficult  readjustment  period. 
Perhaps  you  could  be  of  assistance  to 
our  department  in  providing  us  with 
some  information  on  how  we  could 
facilitate  this  transition  with  as  little 
problems  as  possible.” 

Police  officials  of  three  of  the 
nation’s  large  cities  were  less  positive, 
however.  Boston  Police  Commissioner 
Robert  J.  diGrazia  wrote  the  Raiders 
that  “The  Boston  Police  Department 
does  not  have  any  such  policy  with 
relation  to  the  hiring  or  nonhiring  of 
such  persons.  It  is  not  known  if  there 
are  any  homosexuals  in  the  employ  of 
the  BPD  as  none  have  so  stated 
publicly.” 

New  York  City  Legal  Division  di¬ 
rector  Matthew  Byrne  stated  that  “The 
criteria  for  appointment  to  and  promo¬ 
tion  in  the  police  department  are  many. 
A  candidate’s  total  character  is  con¬ 
sidered  and  the  ultimate  criterion  is  his 
ability  to  perform  satisfactorily  as  a 
police  officer  or  police  superior.” 

The  Chicago  Police  Personnel  Di¬ 
rector  stated  that  “The  problem  of 
sexual  orientation  which  you  refer  to  is 
a  matter  of  law.  The  Chicago  Police 


Judge  Rules  Saxe  Can’t 

By  Nancy  Wechsler 


BOSTON  —  “This  is  wrong.  Even  if 
you  know  it’s  going  to  happen.  Even  if 
you  assume  that  Saxe  can’t  possibly  get 
a  fair  trial  .  .  .  still  some  part  of  you 
gets  outraged  when  it  happens.  Legally 
we  should  have  won  the  motion.”  This 
was  the  reaction  of  one  member  of 
Susan  Saxe’s  defense  committee  to 
Judge  McLaughlin’s  refusal  to  allow 
Saxe  to  act  as  co-counsel  in  her  de¬ 
fense.  The  judge  also  said  that  he 
would  deny  a  defense  motion  which 
would  allow  Saxe  to  sit  at  the  defense 
table,  and  urged  her  lawyers  not  to 
even  bother  bringing  such  a  motion 
before  him. 


In  making  the  Feb.  24  ruling,  the 
judge  brought  up  the  fact  that  Saxe 
had  been  a  fugitive  for  five  years  and 
that  she  presented  a  security  problem. 
He  said  he  didn’t  want  her  roaming 
around  his  courtroom  at  will.  He 
wanted  her  kept  in  the  prisoner’s  dock. 
The  judge  also  pointed  out  that  if  she 
were  allowed  to  be  co-counsel  she 
would  have  the  right  to  sit  in  on 
discussion  in  his  chambers,  in  the 
lobby,  and  act  as  an  equal  member  of 
the  legal  team.  “He  seemed  insulted  by 
the  idea  that  Saxe  would  in  any  way  be 
treated  as  an  equal,”  a  defense  com¬ 
mittee  member  said. 

Judge  McLaughlin  said  that  Saxe 


Serve  as  Co 

had  had  the  opportunity  to  act  in  her 
own  defense  but  had  chosen  instead  to 
have  a  lawyer.  Once  she  made  that 
choice  the  judge  claimed  she  forfeited 
the  right  to  act  as  co-counsel.  Mc¬ 
Laughlin  also  made  a  point  to  say  that 
he .  felt  the  trial  would  be  difficult 
without  the  “ramblings  of  a  layper¬ 
son.” 

Members  of  the  defense  committee 
felt  that  the  real  motivation  behind  the 
ruling  was  to  insure  that  everything 
was  stacked  in  favor  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  “If  this  is  the  justice  she  has 
eluded  for  five  years  .  .  .  it’s  a  good 
thing.”  A  member  of  the  defense  com¬ 
mittee  went  on  to  say  that  the  judge 
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Department  chooses  to  leave  the 
question  to  the  courts.” 

The  only  really  negative  response  to 
the  Gay  Raider  survey  came  from  St. 
Paul  (Minn.)  Chief  of  Police  Richard 
H.  Rowan.  “The  department,”  he 
wrote,  “has  both  psychological  and 
psychiatric  testing  for  persons  desiring 
to  become  a  police  officer.  If  this 
testing  identifies  persons  with  ab¬ 
normal  tendencies,  they  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  seek  employment  elsewhere.” 
“We  have  no  surveys  which  would 
provide  us  with  hard  information 
relative  to  the  number  of  homosexuals 
in  our  department.  1  would  hope  that  if 
we  could  develop  that  information,  it 
would  produce  a  zero  result,”  Rowan 
wrote.  He  also  indicated  that  “the 
passage  of  the  ‘Gay  Ordinance’  in  this 
city  was  not  at  the  recommendation  of 
the  police  department.” 

Mark  Segal,  the  Gas  Raider  director, 
was  pleased  with  the  result  of  the 
survey.  “This  survey,  like  others  we 
have  conducted,”  said  Segal,  “indi¬ 
cates  the  many  inroads  the  gay 
movement  is  making  into  the  main¬ 
stream  of  society,  and  the  acceptance 
of  the  public  to  a  valid  issue  of  equal 
rights  in  employment.” 

■Counsel 

was  making  no  attempt  to  be  impartial. 
“In  fact,”  she  said,  “the  judge  is  doing 
all  he  can  to  play  up  people’s  fears  of 
Saxe  as  a  violent  person.  This  is  why  he 
brought  up  the  security  business. 
People  should  keep  in  mind  that  Saxe 
has  never  been  accused  of  pulling  a 
trigger;  never  been  accused  of  hurting 
anyone;  she  was  not  armed  when  she 
was  arrested  and  she  did  not  resist 
arrest;  no  complaints  have  been  made 
against  her  by  any  of  her  jailers;  and 
she  has  not  been  convicted.  Nonethe¬ 
less  the  judge  continues  to  make 
allusions  to  her  as  a  security  risk,  and 
therefore  a  dangerous  person.”  An¬ 
other  member  of  the  defense  commit¬ 
tee  felt  that  the  judge’s  ruling  spoke  to 
the  government’s  desire  to  make  sure 
Saxe  does  not  get  the  chance  to  come 
across  as  an  intelligent  and  feeling 
human  being  in  court. 

The  defense  also  brought  to  court  a 
challenge  to  the  felony  statute  —  the 
law  under  which  Saxe  was  indicted.  A 
similar  law  has  been  struck  down  in 
Maine.  Under  the  Felony  Murder 
statute  a  person  accused  of  being 
involved  in  a  felony  where  a  murder  is 
committed  is  held  responsible  for  the 
murder  —  whether  or  not  they  pulled 
the  trigger,  whether  or  not  they  had 
anything  to  do  with  the  murder, 
whether  or  not  they  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  murder  if  they  had  the 
chance.  Felony  Murder  carries  the 
same  sentence  as  first  degree  murder 
(natural  life  imprisonment). 

In  the  courtroom,  Nancy  Gertner, 
Saxe’s  lawyer,  challenged  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  law  based  on  the 
contention  that  it  violates  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Amendment  right  to  due  process 
and  the  Eighth  Amendment  right 
which  protects  against  cruel  and  un¬ 
usual  punishment.  Gertner  also 
claimed  the  law  violates  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Declaration  of  Rights,  in  that  the 
punishment  is  disproportionate  to  the 
crime. 

The  defense’s  contention  is  that 
under  the  felony  murder  statute  the 
prosecution  needs  much  less  evidence 
to  convict  than  if  they  sought  a  convic¬ 
tion  under  the  first  degree  murder  law. 
The  felony  murder  statute  relieves  the 
prosecution  of  the  necessity  of  proving 
malice  aforethought.  It  is  assumed  that 
(Continued  on  page  9) 
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News  Commentary 


‘Changing  Men’  -  The  Burlington  Men’s  Conf. 


By  Tom  Hurley 

BURLINGTON,  N.J.  —  The  con¬ 
ference  was  called  “Changing  Men:  A 
Conference  for  Men  in  Transition” 
and,  as  I  look  back,  the  title  was  apt.  I 
travelled  to  Burlington  County  College 
in  New  Jersey  last  January  23-25  partly 
with  the  rather  smug  goal  of  seeing 
what  “liberated”  heterosexual  men 
were  up  to  these  days,  partly  (and  more 
humbly)  to  talk  with  other  men  about 
our  experience  as  males  in  America. 
But  I  had  some  fear  about  how  gay 
men  would  be  treated  at  the  meeting, 
and  how  willing  all  of  us  would  be  to 
confront  our  own  sexism.  I  had  heard 
too  much  from  gay  men  about  the 
subtle  ways  homophobia  manifests 
itself  at  men’s  gatherings  not  to  be 
wary;  I  myself  had  witnessed  the 
sexism  of  seemingly  sensitive  men  at  a 
meeting  last  fall.  But  the  Burlington 
Conference  turned  out  to  be  different 
from  my  expectations:  here  was  a  large 
group  of  men  “in  transition”  away 
from  homophobia  and  that  more 
fundamental  evil,  sexism,  toward  a 
healthier  view  of  themselves  and 
women.  Here  were  men  who  had 
looked  hard  at  their  lives  and  resolved 
to  change.  And  we  gay  men  discovered 
not  only  that  we  were  at  the  conference 
in  strength  —  at  least  one  third  of  the 
150  men  in  attendance  —  but  that  our 
psychological  presence  was  even 
stronger  than  our  actual  number. 

The  large  number  of  workshops 
dealing  with  gay  and  feminist  issues 
further  evidence  that  this  was  more 
than  the  glorified  “good  ole  boy” 
gathering  I  had  dreaded.  There  were  36 
workshops  in  all,  most  of  which  I 
wanted  to  attend.  Each  of  the  six 
periods  had  at  least  one  workshop 
dealing  with  gayness.  I  decided  to 
focus  on  the  workshops  dealing  with 
gay  men,  a  decision  that  made  sense  at 
the  time  but  which  now  seems  unneces¬ 
sarily  narrow.  In  explaining  why,  let 
me  tell  you  about  some  of  the 
workshops  I  attended. 

“Becoming  Brothers:  A  Gay-Straight 
Dialogue”  set  the  tone  for  the  way  gay 
and  straight  men  got  along  at  the 
conference.  The  man  running  the 
workshop  first  divided  us  up,  gay  men 
in  the  center  of  a  circle  of  straight  men. 
He  then  asked  those  of  us  in  the  center 
to  dance  to  a  Stones  tune  as  “mascu¬ 
line”  men  would.  We  got  the  idea 
quickly  and  clumped  around  the  floor 
in  our  best  imitation  of  graceless  het¬ 
erosexuals.  Then  the  straight  men  took 
the  floor,  dancing  in  a  “feminine”  way 
to  a  slow  song.  It  was  all  rather  stagey, 
as  these  therapy  games  frequently  are, 
and  some  of  us  objected  to  the  typing 
of  slow  dances  as  feminine,  fast  dances 
as  masculine  (and  the  implication  that 
gay  men  are  feminine,  straight  men 
masculine),  but  after  all  the  laughter 
and  discussion  of  stereotypes,  we 
broke  out  of  our  nervousness  and 
danced  together.  A  degree  of  physical 
intimacy  between  straights  and  gays  is 
a  small  step,  but  it  opened  the  way  for 
more  discussion  between  us. 

The  title  of  a  Saturday  afternoon 
workshop  —  “What  Gay  Men  Can 
Teach  Their  Straight  Brothers  About 
Affection”  —  struck  me  as  presumptu¬ 
ous;  at  least  I’m  unconvinced  that  gay 
men  by  virtue  of  being  gay  know  how 
to  show  affection  to  other  men.  The 
workshop  broke  into  small  groups  of 
men  talking  over  their  fears  and  uncer¬ 
tainties  about  those  of  the  other  sexual 
preference.  Although  I  began  to  feel 
like  a  professional  homosexual,  the 
questions  put  to  me  and  the  other  gay 
men  were  honest  and  friendly.  Some¬ 
how  we  were  developing  a  warmth  that 
surmounted  our  differences.  Jack 
Nichols,  the  author  of  Men’s  Libera¬ 


tion,  whose  keynote  address  the  night 
before  I  had  missed  due  to  a  late 
arrival,  offered  for  discussion  the 
remark  of  a  woman  friend  of  his: 
“Men  won’t  understand  what  it’s  like 
to  be  a  woman  until  they’ve  been 
fucked.”  The  ensuing  discussion 


showed  that  for  most  of  the  straight 
men,  “getting  fucked”  connoted  some¬ 
thing  awful  being  done  to  them  — 
more  like  what  the  phrase  “getting 
fucked  over”  suggests  to  me.  Is  this 
because  they  fear  being  passive,  not 
being  in  control?  Are  they  thinking,  if 
men  are  supposed  to  be  the  active 
partners  in  bed  as  elsewhere,  how  can  a 
man  submit  to  being  had  by  another 
man?  The  straight  men  seemed  to  think 
of  sex  as  rigid  role  playing,  and  being 
fucked  suggested  to  them  nothing  of 
the  pleasure  it  did  to  many  of  us  gay 
men.  . 

The  third  gay  workshop  I  attended 
was  “Gay  Men:  Do  They  Need  Libera¬ 
tion?”  and  it  was,  to  my  knowledge, 
the  only  time  during  the  conference 
when  a  large  group  of  gay  men  were 
together  alone.  The  significance  of  this 
for  me  is  that  we  weren’t  desperate  to 
get  away  from  the  heterosexuals.  One 
by  one  the  other  gay  men  echoed  my 
thought  thqt  for  once  we  felt  pretty 
much  at  ease  with  straight  men.  We  felt 
that  we  were  being  heard  and  dealt 
with  as  human  beings,  not  as  “The 
Other,”  not  as  problems  for  straight 
men  to  solve  (an  attitude  I  find  preva¬ 
lent  in  most  men’s  liberation  texts).  We 
were  happy  to  be  together  because  we 
wanted  to  talk  about  our  own  problems 
as  gay  men :  about  intimacy  vs.  trick¬ 
ing,  loneliness,  growing  older,  the 
persistence  of  self-hated  even  after 
coming  out.  We  also  talked  about  how 
being  gay  is  good;  about  being  free  of 
legal  ties,  relating  to  women  in  a  non¬ 
threatening  way,  achieving  a  hard-won 
but  powerful  self-awareness  through 
coming  out. 

What  I  want  to  emphasize  over  and 


over  is  the  degree  of  warmth  all  of  us 
felt,  for  each  other,  from  and  toward 
the  straight  men.  We  made  new 
friends,  we  wished  the  conference 
could  have  gone  on  and  on.  I’m  sure 
the  warmth  permitted  us  to  gloss  over 
some  of  the  thornier  differences  be¬ 


tween  us,  but  it  still  seems  remarkable 
that  150  men  could  overcome  fear  and 
suspicion  and  begin  to  bear  with  each 
other. 

The  last  workshop  I  attended  was 
called  “Men  Sharing  Their  Power  with 
Women”  and  a  good  part  of  the 
discussion  concerned  the  politics  of  the 
verb  “share.”  It  seemed  to  many  of  us 
that  “share”  suggests  doling  out  power 
while  in  fact  retaining  most  of  it,  rather 
than  really  supporting  women  as  they 
take  control  over  their  lives.  We  first 
broke  down  into  pairs  and  told  each 
other  about  women  in  our  lives,  how 
we  saw  their  situations,  how  we  were 
trying  to  support  them.  Although  the 
general  discussion  that  followed  was 
confused,  open-ended,  and  non- 
conclusive,  and  we  saw  that  almost  all 
of  us  felt  some  anger  at  the  thought  of 
losing  power  (that  core  of  the  male 
ego),  the  fact  is,  we  were  aware  of  our 
anger  and  its  causes.  We  had  developed 
enough  consciousness  to  catch  each 
other  at  our  male  games. 

If  I  were  going  to  the  Burlington 
Conference  now,  I  •  would  plan  on 
attending  workshops  other  than  those 
by  and  for  gay  men.  Some  of  the  other 
titles  were  fascinating  (if  a  little  long- 
winded):  “Pleasures  and  Responsi¬ 
bilities  of  Running  a  House  with  Chil¬ 
dren,”  “Male  Pride:  The  Strengths  of 
the  Traditional  Male  Role”  (one  of  the 
more  provocative  titles;  I  wish  I  had 
found  out  what  was  discussed),  “The 
Other  Sexual  Minorities  (S&M  and  bes¬ 
tiality,  the  latter  making  what  must  be 
one  of  its  very  first  appearances  at  a 
conference),  “The  Relevance  of  the 
Men’s  Movement  for  Afro-Ameri¬ 
cans,”  “Sexual  Politics  and  Social¬ 


ism,”  “Men  and  Rape,”  “And  Man 
Created  ‘Sexuality’  in  His  Own  Image” 
(a  feminist  analysis  of  the  masculine 
value  system),  “Legal  Discrimination 
Against  Men,”  “Eroticism  and  Vio¬ 
lence  in  the  Father-Son  Relation¬ 
ship,”  as  well  as  one  slide  show  on 
“Growing  Up  Male  in  America”  and 
the  film  “Men’s  Lives.” 

Some  of  the  best  moments  in  the 
conference  occurred  on  Saturday  night. 
Two  Philadelphia  gay  poets,  Tommi 
A-vicolli  and  Jack  Veasev,  read  from 
their  works  to  the  delight  —  and  pain 
—  of  the  entire  audience.  Then  we 
acted  out  a  series  of  skits.  In  one, 
several  of  us  gay  men  got  to  piay  young 
“straight”  street  toughs,  who  pick  on  a 
local  “queer”  (played  by  a  straight 
man).  I  think  we  overplayed  our  parts, 
but  we  gave  the  straight  men  some  idea 
of  what  many  of  us  feared  as  we  were 
grow  ing  up. 

I  can  think  now  of  where  the  confer¬ 
ence  failed  for  me,  of  how  it  blurred 
distinctions  between  gay  and  straight 
men  that  should  have  been  made  very 
clear.  Where  was  the  discussion  of  how 
gay  men  fear  losing  their  jobs,  friends, 
relatives,  by  coming  out?  Do  straight 
men  ever  risk  losing  so  much?  When 
did  the  straight  men  hear  how  lonely 
and  painful  it  was  to  grow  up  knowing 
we  were  “different”?  Should  there  not 
have  been  a  workshop  on  how  the  law 
discriminates  against  women,  surely  a 
far  more  monstrous  discrimination 
than  that  against  men?  How  much  did 
the  gay  men  talk  about  their  own 
sexism?  What  would  happen  to  our 
good  feelings  once  we  returned  from 
the  enchanted  circle  of  each  other’s 
company  to  everyday  life?  It  may  be 
that  many  of  these  questions  were, 
discussed  in  the  workshops  I  didn’t 
attend.  I  hope  they  were. 

But  even  if  the  conference  had  some 
faults,  even  if  at  times  it  took  on  the 
boisterous  air  of  a  fraternity  party, 
even  if  the  men  tabled  their  discussion 
at  the  opening  session  about  whether  to 
admit  women,  thereby  avoiding  a  good 
opportunity  to  consider  exactly  what  a 
“men’s  conference”  means  (and  I  was 
as  wishy-washy  on  the  question  as  most 
of  the  other  men),  it  was  proof  that 
some  men  in  America  are  taking  femin¬ 
ism  seriously,  that  some  straight  men 
are  beginning  to  overcome  their  homo¬ 
phobia,  that  some  gay  men  are  learning 
that  not  all  heterosexual  men  are  fag- 
haters,  that  we  can  share  our  lives  with 
others  and  respect  our  differences. 


Saxe 

(Continued  from  page  7) 

because  someone  participates  in  the 
felony  they  also  had  malice  afore¬ 
thought  in  terms  of  the  murder.  The 
prosecution  does  not  have  to  prove 
this,  and  the  defense  is  not  given  the 
opportunity  to  rebut  it. 

District  Attorney  Gaffney  indicated 
he  would  submit  a  brief  in  writing 
which  would  answer  the  issues  raised 
by  the  defense.  The  judge  will  rule  on 
the  motion  after  reading  the  D.A.'s 
brief. 

Other  motions  before  the  court 
which  the  judge  has  failed  to  rule  on, 
include  a  motion  to  dismiss  because  of 
pre-trial  publicity,  and  a  motion  to  dis¬ 
miss  the  indictment  because  of  the 
makeup  of  the  grand  jury  which 
handed  down  the  indictment. 

The  judge  did  not  set  a  date  for  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  pre-trial  hearings,  nor 
did  he  say  when  the  actual  trial  would 
begin. 
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By  Bishop  Mikhail  It  kin,  C.L.C. 

Since  1969,  coincidentally  with  the 
birth  of  the  modern  Gay  Liberation 
Movement,  lovers  Phil  Oesterman  and 
Jim  Sink  have  produced  some  of  the 
finest  theatre  transcending  the  cliches 
of  even  Gay  Liberation  and  Feminism. 
Their  work  has  consistently  pointed  to 
a  new  era  of  body-mind-spiritual 
Human  Liberation. 

It  was  Jim  who,  in  early  1970  in  San 
Francisco,  provided  the  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion —  Workshop  In  Nonviolence  with 
its  slogan,  “Total  Human  Liberation  is 
the  goal!  Gay  Liberation  is  one  Path  to 
that  Goal!” 

Beginning  with  their  production  of 
“Geese”  in  New  York  City,  and  the 
vastly  expanded  production  of 
“Geese”  in  San  Francisco  (including  in 
its  cast  male-actress  Charles  Pierce), 
Oesterman  and  Sink  have  endeavored 
to  show  that  Love  —  any  kind  of  Love 
—  is  the  Transforming  Energy  that  will 
free  human  beings  from  the  strictures, 
repressions  and  oppressions  of  socie- 
tally  and  culturally  induced  condition¬ 
ings. 

On  January  18th,  their  current  pro¬ 
duction  of  Earl  Wilson,  Jr.’s  “Let  My 
People  Come”  celebrated  its  third 
anniversary  of  consistent  running  —  in 
spite  of  ever-accelerating  pressure  from 
the  New  York  State  and  City  bureau¬ 
cracies  to  close  down  the  show. 

“  Let  My  People  Come”  covers  the 
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Cast  of  “Let  My  People  Come” 


Photo  by  Ken  Howard 


entire  spectrum  of  human  sexuality 
and  —  far  more  than  any  simplistic 
affirmations  of  “equal  rights  for 
Women”  or  “return  to  the  matri¬ 
archy,”  of  “Gay  is  Good”  or  “Black 
is  Beautiful”  or  of  any  of  the  other 
partial  slogans  that  refuse  to  consider 
the  whole  picture  —  demonstrably 
manifests  and  demonstrates  the  Truth 
that  We  are  all  One!  We  are  all  One 
Beingness  manifesting  in  infinite  diver¬ 
sity  of  individualism. 

One  of  the  latest  attacks  on  the  so- 
called  “new  morality”  —  which  is 
actually  a  very  ancient  ethic  of  sensual 
accommodation  based  on  transcend¬ 
ence  of  the  false  body/mind  duality 
and  a  striving  for  fuller  Self-Realiza¬ 
tion  and  the  individual/societal  acutal- 
ization  of  the  Truth  of  our  Oneness  — 
is  New  York  City  and  State’s  bureau¬ 
cracy’s  attempt  to  shut  down  “Let  My 
People  Come.”  The  major  bunt  of  the 
attack  has  come  from  the  New  York 
State  Liquor  Authority  (SLA). 

For  three  years  now,  the  SLA  has 
been  consistently  trying  to  cancel  the 
liquor  license  of  The  Village  Gate,  a 
cabaret-theatre  in  Greenwich  Village 
where  “Let  My  People  Come”  is 
playing.  In  the  belief  of  corporate 
egoising  that  it  has  the  right  to  legislate 
“morality,”  the  SLA  wants  to  cancel 
the  liquor  license  because  they  consider 
the  show  to  be  “lewd  and  indecent.” 

I  spoke  with  Art  D’Lugoff,  the 
owner  of  The  Village  Gate,  who  said 
that  he’s  fighting  the  SLA’s  repressive 
attempt  in  court.  D’Lugoff  said,  “I 
have  no  intention  of  halting  the  show 
in  the  meantime.”  He  indicated  that 
the  SLA’s  latest  moves  are  just  “more 
persecution”  directed  against  the  show 
and  said  that  the  persecution  has  been 
an  on-going  process  for  the  three  years 
of  the  show’s  run. 

I  also  spoke  with  Earl  Wilson,  Jr., 
the  author  of  the  show’s  words  and 
music,  and  Phil  Oesterman,  the  show’s 
producer-director,  by  telephone.  Wil¬ 
son  was  in  Los  Angeles,  where  the 
show  just  opened  to  a  sell-out  success. 
(The  show  is  also  in  continuous 
production  in  London  and  New  Or¬ 
leans  with  openings  scheduled  for 
Houston  and  Australia  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  Honolulu  companies  in  the 
planning  stages.) 

Wilson  said,  “On  behalf  of  the  half¬ 
million  people  from  all  over  the  world 
who  have  seen  “Let  My  People 
Come,”  I’d  like  to  thank  the  New 
York  State  Liquor  Authority  for  the 
best  laugh  yet.” 

Oesterman  was  in  San  Francisco 
when  I  spoke  with  him.  He  indicated 
that  he  felt  the  flack  from  the  SLA  is 
proof  of  the  show’s  success  in  breaking 
through  the  stupidities  of  bureaucratic 
functioning  and  “the  type  of  thinking 
which  separates  body,  mind  and  spirit 
and  then  says  that  the  body  and  honest 
sexual  expression  are  dirty.  It  is  the 
dirty-minded  who  see  the  show  as 
dirty;  the  lewd-minded  who  see  it  as 
lewd.” 

During  the  SLA’s  first  attempt  to 
close  down  “Let  My  People  Come,” 
the  show  —  which  features  nudity  and 
simulated  sex  acts  —  attracted  support 
from  top  authors,  theatre  people  and 
liberationists  including  Betty  Friedan, 
Kate  Millett,  Garson  Kanin,  Alvin 
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Toffler  and  Thane  Walker  (Dean  and 
co-founder  of  The  Prosperos,  a  Fourth 
Way  School  which  has  provided  inspi¬ 
ration  and  teaching  for  many  of  the 
founders  and  initial  leaders  of  the  early 
Homophile  and  Gay  Liberation  Move¬ 
ments  in  America:  including  Harry 
Hay,  the  founder  of  the  original  Matta- 
chine  Foundation ;  Del  Martin  and 
Phyllis  Lyon,  authors  of  Lesbian/ 
Woman  and  co-founders,  along  with 
Billye  Talmadge  and  other  Prosperos 
students,  of  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  the 
Council  on  Religion  and  the  Homo¬ 
sexual  and  the  National  Sex  and  Drug 
Forum  and  presently  extremely  active 
in  NOW;  Jim  Kepner  of  one,  inc.  and 
journalist  with  many  Gay  periodicals: 
Don  Lucas  and  Hall  Call,  leaders  of 
the  oldest  continuing  Mattachine  So¬ 
ciety  in  San  Francisco;  Leo  Laurence 
and  Don  Burton,  co-founders  of  the 
Committee  for  Homosexual  Freedom-, 
the  late  Gerald  Heard,  philosopher  and 
author;  many  of  the  Ministers  who  wer 
among  the  founders  of  the  original 
Council  on  Religion  and  the  Homo¬ 
sexual-,  the  Bishops  and  Priests  of  The 
Community  of  the  Love  of  Christ-,  and 
many  others.) 

At  the  present,  the  battle  has  been 
joined  by  the  City  of  New  York  Build¬ 
ings  Department.  On  Friday,  Jan.  2, 
the  Village  Gate  was  closed  down  by 
order  of  the  Buildings  Department 
which  falsely  claimed  a  lack  of  adquate 
fire  doors  while  the  building  in  which 
the  Gate  is  housed  is  being  renovated. 
That  claim  was  disproven;  and  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  5,  the  show  was  re¬ 
opened  by  order  of  State  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Leonard  H.  Sandler. 

The  night  of  the  closing,  the  second 
show  took  place  at  the  Astor  Place 
Theatre,  with  the  Village  Gate  paying 
cab-fare  for  audience. 

With  all  of  this  storm  brewing,  I 
recently  visited  “Let  My  People  Come” 
for  another  look  —  to  see  what  all  the 
fuss  is  about. 

It  really  is  understandable  why  some 
lewd-minded  purient-thinking  legisla¬ 
tors  of  morality  would  find  the  show 
“dirty.”  After  all,  it  humorously  and 
lovingly  attacks  their  most  cherished 
beliefs.  It  is  a  deliberate  and  consci¬ 
ously-induced  shock  to  the  value 
systems  of  those  who  function  as  sleep¬ 
walkers  in  a  world  in  which  all  power- 
structures  are  based  on  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  the  false  belief  in  separate¬ 
ness. 

“Mirror,  Mirror  on  the  Wall”  is  a 
glorious  two-person  modern  ballet, 
danced  by  a  nude  male  and  nude 
female  mirror-imaging  first  her  “fem¬ 
inine”  movements  and  then  his  “mas¬ 
culine”  movements,  changing  sides  on 
the  “mirror”  in  the  process. 

“Mirror,  mirror  on  the  wall, 

who’s  the  fairest  one  of  all, 

touch  me,  take  me,  tell  me  who  I  am. 

Mirror,  mirror  on  the  wall, 

won’t  you  be  my  crystal  ball 

see  me,  save  me,  show  me  what  to  do.” 

It  comes  across  as  a  crystal-clear 
depiction  of  androgyny.  As  the  song/ 
dance  makes  perfectly  clear,  the  wo¬ 
man  that  most  needs  liberating  is  the 
woman  in  every  man;  the  man  that 
most  needs  liberating  is  the  man  in 


every  woman.  “Whatever  Turns  You 
One,”  one  of  the  other  songs,  contains 
—  in  its  title  —  the  key  to  the  entire 
show. 

“I’m  Gay!”,  a  sung  letter  from  a 
Gay  man  to  his  parents,  is  a  beautiful 
and  clear  statement  of  Gay  pride.  It’s 
sung  by  two  men,  in  counter-point: 
and  it’s  one  of  the  most  moving  state¬ 
ments  of  the  show  for  anyone.  Gay  or 
non-Gay  .  .  .  although  particularly 
meaningful,  perhaps,  to  Gays  and  their 
parents. 

The  night  I  revisited  the  show,  a 
woman  sitting  right  in  front  of  the 
singers  was  in  tears  during  the  show. 
When  spoken  to  afterwards,  she  said 
that  she  wished  she  had  been  more 
open  and  accepting  of  her  son  when  he 
told  her  that  he  was  Gay. 

“What’s  in  a  word?”,  is  a  marvel¬ 
lously  satirical  song,  demonstrating  the 
principle  that  there  is  nothing  —  abso¬ 
lutely  no-thing  —  “dirty”  in  any  word, 
but  only  in  the  small-minds  of  those 
sleepwalking  people  who  project  their 
own  inner  “dirt”  on  to  the  language. 

“It  takes  a  lot  of  fear  to  build  up  a 
wall  .  .  . 

It  takes  a  lot  of  time  to  build  up  trust... 
It  takes  a  lot  of  love  to  tear  down  that 
wall  .  .  .” 

is  one  of  the  songs  that  most  directly 
attacks  all  of  the  cultural-socially  con¬ 
ditioned  fear/aggression  drives  that  are 
required  to  keep  the  power-structures 


in  business.  It’s  immediately  followed 
by  a  song  which  proclaims  the  end  of 
body/mind  duality  and  the  social 
consequences  of  the  transcendent  en¬ 
ergy  of  active  love: 

“I  believe  my  body  when  it  talks  to 
me  .  .  . 

I  believe  the  time  is  right,  the  time 
is  now.” 

The  show  continues  on  to  “Take  Me 
Home  With  You,”  set  in  a  Gay-male 
bar,  sung  and  danced  by  two  of  the 
men  from  the  cast.  The  woman  I  was 
with  was  in  tears  throughout  the  song; 
clearly  showing  that  the  condition  of 
loneliness  is  what’s  being  spoken  and 
sung  about,  not  simply  a  Gay  experi¬ 
ence  but  one  that’s  universally  applic¬ 
able. 

The  Lesbian  love-song,  “And  She 
Loved  Me,”  is  sung  by  two  black 
women  and  danced  by  two  white 
women: 

“Then  she  kissed  me,  oh 
And  gently  touched  my  breast, 
how  long  I  tried, 

Then  she  hugged  me,  oh, 

My  body  opened  up  to  her 
so  long  denied.” 

By  the  balance  between  the  so-called 
“races,”  it  becomes  clear  that  the 
black  and  white  women  could  easily  be 
interchanged  .  .  .  and  thus  helps  to 
shatter  the  duality  of  “race”  as  thor¬ 
oughly  as  the  “Mirror”  song/dance 
helped  shatter  the  duality  of  “gender.” 


Here,  as  throughout  the  show,  the 
clear  message  is  Oneness! 

There  will  be  some  Feminist,  Lesbian 
Feminist  and  Gay  male  separationists 
— 1  excuse  me,  they’ll  probably  deny 
being  separationists  and  say  that 
they’re  Liberationists  —  who’ll  object 
to  Women’s  songs,  Lesbian  songs  and 
Gay  male  songs  being  written  by  a 
non-Gay  male.  However,  they  were 
written  by  a  warm,  sensitive  human 
being,  as  so  clearly  shows  in  the  songs 
and  in  the  show.  Sure,  he’s  “non-Gay” 
and  “genital  male”;  but  so  what! 

The  two  closing  songs  of  the  show 
sum  up  the  message: 

“Doesn’t  anybody  love  any  more  .  .  . 
And  if  not,  then  what  are  we  here 
for?” 

The  show  isn’t  militant  in  any  way; 
but  it  is  gracious,  loving,  humorous 
and  piercing.  It  fulfills  Genet’s  require¬ 
ment  that  a  work  of  art  exist  “To 
pierce  the  shell  of  the  world’s  con¬ 
tempt.”  ( Notre  Dame  de  Fleurs).  It 
clearly  breaks  down  the  boundaries, 
breaks  through  the  dualities,  and  says: 
To  hell  with  all  separatisms  and  all 
repressions!  Let’s  be!  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  the  anti-sex,  anti-Love,  anti-Life 
bureaucrats  of  the  death  culture  want 
to  shut  it  down? 

(All  songs  Copyright  ©  Earl  Wilson, 
Jr.  and  Phil  Oesterman;  article  copy¬ 
right  ©  Bishop  Mikhail,  C.L.C.) 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


Dean  Tait  (1.),  James  Bryan  and  Jim  Rich  (f.)  in  “Let  My  People  Come.”  Photo  by  Ken  Howard 
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Music  Fest  on  Record 


I  I 


Cris  Williamson:  The  Changer  and  the 
Changed,  Olivia,  LF  904. 

Willie  Tyson:  Full  Count,  Lima  Bean 

Kay  Gardner:  Moon  Circles,  Urana, 
ST/WWE/80 

Reviews  by  Suzana  Themis 
Having  gone  to  the  Boston  Women’s 
Music  Festival  here  in  October,  I  was 
really  anxious  to  hear  the  singers  on 
vinyl  and  now  it’s  Finally  happening. 
The  Changer  and  the  Changed  is  an  LP 
featuring  Cris  Williamson  along  with 
an  extensive  list  of  other  female 
musicians  in  a  package  that’s  a  mellow 
collection  of  words,  music  and  moods. 
The  disc  is  a  product  of  Olivia,  a 
national  women’s  recording  company, 
and  though  the  reproduction  quality  is 
decent,  I  found  some  frustration  over 
the  mixing.  The  wonderful  entourage 
of  talented  women  on  cellos,  violins, 
banjos,  violas,  Arp  synthesizer,  fret¬ 
less  bass,  percussion,  flute  congas  and 
classical  guitar  was  unfortunately  rele¬ 
gated  to  a  seemingly  fixed  attenuation 
and  only  teases  the  careful  listener  with 
their  muffled  presence.  One  comes 
away  from  the  album  remembering 
only  Cris’s  huge  voice,  a  piano  and 
sometimes  a  guitar. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  finer  points  of 
the  album  win  out  in  the  end.  With  the 
exception  of  \Vi  songs,  they’re  all 
Cris’s  compositions  and  you’ll  want  to 
sit  and  read  the  words  to  most  of  them. 
At  first  I  had  trouble  distinguishing 
one  from  the  other  as  she  tends  to  stick 
with  a  similar  key  and  tempo,  but  after 
a  few  listenings  I  had  a  notion  of  each 
one.  “Waterfall,”  “Sweet  Woman” 
and  “Shooting  Star”  come  through 
with  flying  colors  and  are  loaded  with 


Cris’s  own  individual  sound.  On  the 
whole,  I  got  some  really  nice  feelings 
hearing  the  album  over  a  weekend  and 
I  even  left  the  arm  of  the  stereo  up  a 
few  times.  Recommended 


Entry  number  two  is  Kay  Gardner’s 
latest,  an  LP  called  Moon  Circles.  This 
album  was  sheer  joy  to  listen  to,  having 
an  incredible  sound  and  style  all  its 
own.  It’s  really  a  recording  to  get 


excited  about  for  it  offers  a  sound  that 
is  uniquely  female,  conjuring  visions  of 
Sapphic  life  and  musings  and  going 
completely  away  from  popular  music’s 
tendency  to  build  up  to  a  climax. 
Instead,  the  music  revolves  rhythms 
and  cosmic  melodies  round  and  round 
and  just  never  lets  you  down.  Only 
three  songs  have  vocals  in  them  and 
wisely  so  —  Kay’s  tour  de  force  is  defi¬ 
nitely  music  —  her  lyrics  aren’t  half  as 
exciting.  All  of  the  instrumentals  are 
noteworthy  but  I  impulsively  want  to 
cite  “Lunamuse,”  the  nine-minute 
final  cut,  as  exceptionally  magical.  I 
don’t  know  too  much  about  Urana 
Records,  but  they  produced  this  LP 
and  the  mi^jng  (done,  incidentally,  by 
E.  Gardner  and  M.  Ries)  is  excellent. 
Moon  Circles  will  make  you  want  to 
dance  —  you  can  play  it  when  you’re 
happy,  sad,  when  you’re  making  love, 
or  painting  the  floor.  Highly  recom¬ 
mended. 

The  Willie  Tyson  LP,  Full  Count,  is 
a  year  old  and  I  took  this  into  consid¬ 
eration  when  I  listened  to  it.  I  also  tried 
playing  each  song  separately,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  hearing  an  entire  side  at  once 
and  then  I  realized  I  was  going  way 
into  left  field  to  make  excuses  for  what 
is  simply  a  bad  album.  Maybe  boring 
would  be  a  better  description.  The 
back-up  music  and  mixes  are  O.K.  but 
nothing  exciting.  Maybe  this  is  because 
the  album  isn’t  really  a  part  of  the  new 
wave  of  women’s  music  that  is  coming 
into  its  own  now;  Its  only  identity  with 
that  genre  is  that  Wille  Tyson  is  a 
woman;  the  rest  of  the  musicians  and 
engineers  are  men  and  the  pace,  style 
and  sound  of  the  album  are  equally  old 
hat.  On  the  Lima  Bean  Label  should 
you  be  interested. 


I Worn  eiys paces 


WO/MEN  -  HIS  IS  YOUR  CLUB 

Lots  more  good  women’s  entertainment 

coming  soon. 

, 

Musicians  and  Poets:  Come  Sunday  for  free 
brunch  at  4:00.  Sing,  play  and/or  recite  your 
poetry.  We  still  need  women’s  art  for  the 
walls. 

Weds,  night  —  denim  and  leather  night 


sail 


Katy  at  the  Piano, 

Wednesday  9  o'clock 

Lilith  Returns  March  12 
LILITH  RETURNS  MARCH  12 

Disco  Dancing  all  weekend 

Open  mike  Sunday  afternoons,  musicians  welcome. 

The  Private  Room  for  Women  at  the  OZ  969  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 


a  new  ideal 


You  and  Your  Mental  Health 


“if  is  an  irony  of  the  law  that  a  person 
considered  irrational  by  the  state  must 
arrange  for  his/her  own  legal  defense” 


Getting  Out  of  a 
Mental  Hospital 

There  are  three  ways  to  get  out  of  a 
psychiatric  institution,  short  of  run¬ 
ning  away.  Patients  can  return  to  their 
old  environments  and  resume  everyday 
life  again.  Patients  who  have  recov¬ 
ered,  say  the  doctors,  but  who  are 
unable  to  resume  day-to-day  life  may 
be  transferred  to  other  institutions, 
such  as  nursing  homes.  Thirdly,  pa¬ 
tients  can  leave  the  hospital  for  the 
funeral  home. 

Younger,  more  recently  hospitalized 
people  had  the  best  chance  of  a  short 
stay.  The  doctors  forgot  to  mention 
that  the  rate  of  those  who  leave  a 
hospital  and  later  return  is  high  — 
especially  so  among  young  people. 
Older  patients  were  found  to  recover 
less  well  and  were  frequently  transfer¬ 
red  to  other  institutions.  Patients  over 
60,  referred  to  as  geriatric  inpatients, 
had  extremely  low  recovery  rates.  They 
were  found  to  be  a  high  death  risk 
while  residing  at  a  mental  institution 
regardless  of  the  length  of  time  since 
most  recent  admission. 

I  found,  however,  that  in  practice, 
getting  out  has  a  lot  to  do  with  how  one 
got  in.  Hospitals  make  it  difficult  for 
peo.ple  to  get  out,  regardless  of  their 
state  of  mind.  If  one  experiences  an 
emotional  crisis  and  goes  to  a  mental 
hospital,  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  will  say  that  if  one  happens  to 
recover  in  the  hospital,  it  is  in  spite  of 
the  treatment  there,  not  because  of  it. 
Frequently  old  people  are  committed 
so  that  relatives  can  gain  access  to  their 
money.  Young  people  are  often  hos¬ 
pitalized  by  parents  who  disapprove  of 
their  children’s  politics  or  lifestyles.  In 
short,  if  one  ends  up  in  a  mental 
hospital  against  her  or  his  will,  chances 
are  good  that  someone  is  benefiting 
from  the  hospitalization. 

Below  is  a  discussion  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  laws  concerning  mental  pa¬ 
tients.  Keep  in  mind  that  these  are  the 
most  liberal  state  laws  and  contact 
local  ACLU  for  your  state’s  laws. 

If  the  admission  is  Conditional  Vol¬ 
untary,  the  patient  has  agreed  to 
remain  in  the  hospital  for  treatment. 
To  leave  one  must  notify  the  hospital 
72  hours  in  advance  of  intention  to  do 
so,  during  which  time  the  hospital  is 
likely  to  file  for  a  Civil  Commitment 
from  a  District  Court.  This  court 
proceeding  usually  takes  place  with  a 
judge  in  a  hospital  conference  room. 
The  judge  can  order  commitment  for 
six  months. 

Ten  Day  Involuntary  Admission 
gives  a  prospective  patient  a  better 
chance  for  getting  out.  The  patient  will 
be  released  in  ten  days  unless  the 
hospital  requests  Civil  Commitment 
from  a  court.  The  patient  can  then  file 
for  a  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  which  is 
a  petition  for  release.  A  hearing  will 
then  take  place  in  a  public  courtroom, 
not  a  hospital  room. 

A  patient  does  not  have  the  right 
under  current  laws  to  refuse  any  treat¬ 
ment,  medication,  therapy  or  seclusion 
the  hospital  decides  to  give  during  the 
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stay  in  the  hospital,  no  matter  what  the 
length  of  duration.  And  a  drugged 
person  may  look  worse  to  a  judge  than 
one  that  isn’t. 

Needless  to  say,  any  mental  patient 
needs  a  good  lawyer,  and  it  is  his  or  her 
own  responsibility  to  get  one.  It  is  an 
irony  of  law  that  a  person  considered 
irrational  by  the  state  must  arrange  for 
his  or  her  own  legal  defense. 

Legal  Aspects 

Incarceration  in  a  psychiatric  institu¬ 
tion  seriously  abridges  one’s  rights  to 
liberty.  When  someone  is  arrested,  he 
or  she  is  guaranteed  by  law  a  trial  and 
lawyer.  Those  brought  to  a  hospital  are 
not  so  lucky. 

As  I  will  point  out  below,  the  mental 
hospital  as  an  institution  has  a  bad 
history  of  abusing  patients.  Fortun¬ 
ately  most  mental  health  care  today  is 
done  on  an  out-patient  basis  where  the 
patient  is  free  to  discontinue  appoint¬ 
ments  at  any  time.  But  mental  hospitals 
are  still  around  and  are  very  different 
from  state  to  state.  What  kind  of  treat¬ 
ment  a  person  would  get,  how  long  he 
or  she  could  be  held  against  her  or  his 
will,  whether  or  not  money  and  posses¬ 
sions  could  be  seized  all  depends  on  the 
state.  The  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  published  a  paperback 
entitled  The  Rights  of  Mental  Patients, 
by  Bruce  Ennis  and  Loren  Siegel  (New 
York,  1973,  $1.25).  The  problem  with 
the  ACLU  book  is  that  it  costs  $1.25 
and  must  be  bought  from  them  or  in  a 
bookstore.  Mental  patients  usually 
don’t  get  to  go  shopping.  The  ACLU 
says  they  will  send  it  in  the  mail  upon 
request,  but  when  I  asked  them  to  send 
me  a  copy,  it  never  came.  I  had  to  go  to 
their  offices  and  buy  it. 

The  Mental  Patients  Liberation 
Front  has  published  a  booklet  entitled 
Your  Rights  as  a  Mental  Patient  in 
Massachusetts,  which  they  distribute 
free  in  mental  hospitals.  The  only 
problem  with  this  booklet  is  that  it  only 
pertains  to  Massachusetts. 

Anyone  confronted  by  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  a  stay  in  a  mental  hospital,  no 
matter  how  short  the  duration,  should 
contact  a  lawyer.  Hospitals  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  fact  that  patients  often 
do  not  know  their  rights.  It  is  true  tht 
most  admittances  are  involuntary  into 
mental  hospitals.  The  hospital  as  well 
as  the  state  calls  them  “Emergency 
Hospitalization.  ”  But,  in  fact,  if  one 
wanted  to  go  to  a  mental  hospital,  one 
would  probably  have  a  hard  time 
getting  in.  But  if  the  hospital  wants  a 
person,  they  can  admit  her  or  him. 

Conclusion 

The  role  of  the  mental  hospital  in  the 
United  States  is  changing.  Hospitals 
cost  the  government  an  awful  lot  of 
money.  It  is  in  the  state’s  best  interest 
to  get  as  many  people  out  of  mental 
hospitals  as  possible.  Not  only  would  ^  . 
the  state  not  have  to  support  them  any 
more,  but  if  these  individuals  went  to 
work,  they  could  then  pay  taxes.  A 
large  population  in  mental  hospitals 
benefits  nobody. 


Fortunately,  someone  who  realized 
all  this  was  President  Kennedy,  who 
sought  a  way  to  get  as  many  people  out 
of  mental  hospitals  as  possible.  In  1963 
Congress  passed,  and  President  Ken¬ 
nedy  signed,  the  Community  Mental 
Health  Centers  Act  (Public  Law  88- 
164)  whereby  Congress  provided  fed¬ 
eral  assistance  for  the  construction  of 
health  centers  which  would  provide 
five  essential  services:  inpatient  and 
outpatient  treatment,  emergency  serv¬ 
ices,  partial  hospitalization,  consulta¬ 
tion  and  education.  Noticeably  missing 
is  long-term  inpatient  care.  The  aim  of 
Congress  and  President  Kennedy  was 
the  reduction  of  the  hard-core  mental 
hospital  population  by  50%  within  a 
few  years.  The  emphasis  was  to  be  on 
out-patient  care,  for  it  was  thought 
that  a  patient  would  become  healthy 
faster  in  a  home  environment  than  in  a 
foreign,  isolated  one.  Community 
mental  health  centers  were  then  born. 

Because  of  this  extraordinary  piece 
of  legislation,  '  the  mental  hospital 
population  has  decreased  dramatically. 
Boston  State  Hospital,  for  example, 
reportedly  once  had  4000  patients.  It 
now  has  about  400. 

There  are  mental  health  clinics 
around,  many  of  which  operate  on  a 
sliding  fee  basis.  Gays  with  serious 


GAIA’S  GUIDE,  1976  "WJ 
for  Gay  Women 

Annual  pocket  size  international  bar  guide  and 
complete  directory.  All  U.  S.  A.  plus  40  other 
countries.  2000  listings :  restaurants,  resorts,  book¬ 
stores,  mailorder  and  publishing  houses, resourscs 
and  services.  Ss.ooonly  from  OTHER  VOICES 
BOOKSTORE,  .to  Brom  field  Street  in  Boston. 
Also  available  from: 

GAIA’S  GUIDE 
115  New  Montgomery  Street 
San  Francisco,  California;  94105 


personal  problems  should  consult  with 
a  clinic.  The  emphasis  on  out-patient 
care  leaves  the  patient  free  to  refuse 
any  medicine  or  therapy  that  seems 
suspicious.  A  good  doctor  will  tell  how 
long  treatment  should  take  and  when  a 
person  doesn’t  need  him  or  her 
anymore.  Treatment  should  not  go  on 
indefinitely.  Many  problems  can  be 
effectively  dealt  with  in  three  visits.  If  a 
doctor  tells  a  patient  that  treatment 
will  extend  beyond  three  visits,  the 
patient  is  well  advised  to  go  elsewhere. 
Only  if  two  or  three  doctors  say  treat¬ 
ment  will  take  a  long  time  should  a 
person  agree  to  undergo  the  treatment. 

Gays  should  be  wary  of  any  doctor 
who  considers  homosexuality  part  of 
the  patient’s  problem.  The  real  prob¬ 
lem  may  be  the  doctor’s  hangup  about 
homosexuality.  If  the  doctor  does  not 
show  sympathy  to  homosexuals,  leave. 

Psychotherapeutic  drugs  are  given  to 
out-patients.  Personally  I  wouldn’t 
even  take  an  aspirin  from  a  psychiatrist 
or  psychologist. 

Gays  are  as  likely  as  anyone  else  to 
undergo  great  stress  and  be  in  need  of 
professional  help.  Gays  should  seek 
help  if  it  is  needed,  but  gays  should 
shop  around  to  make  sure  what  they’re 
getting  is  worthwhile. 
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Governor  Collins  inn 

Enjoy 

Tall  Ships  [ International  Sailors]  Newport  Music  Festival 

The  Queen  Elizabeth  [The  Real  Gambling  at  Hai  Ali 

Bermuda  Races  Thing ]  Beaches,  Mansions,  Surfers,  Shops 

Featuring 

Rooms  [ some  with  kitchenettes ]  Daily  or  Weekly  Rates 

1  bedroom  apts.  [single  or  double  [Stay  for  7,  pay  for  6  days] 

Continental  Breakfast  occup.  Call  for  Reservations  1-401-846-1323 

_  1 13  Touro  St.,  Newport,  RI 


GCN,  March  6,  1976  •  Page  13 


vvnERFOt. 


969  Commonwealth  Ave.,  Boston 

$1.00 

Friday  & 
Saturday 

Sunday  —  Thursday 
No  Cover 


lH! 


' 


m  m 


&■<  ( ■■>•  'Vvjss&x-x-  »:.<■  ■'  ; 


■>  5  *  '-W-  'i 

i  .  z  ■  , 


../i 


H?J 

i- .  '  - 


•  1  ;  •  |h  ;  t  -i 

•  ■  .v'^: -j. 

_ 


#•>  a  -'U 


■  -  -  Jjgj  - 

<-  li  s0> 

.iz:; 

hM 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND  GAY  CONFERENCE  1976 
WILL  BE  HELD  AT  CLARK  UNIVERSITY, 
WORCESTER,  ON  MARCH  26,  27,  28 


HOUSING  FORM 
HOTEL  RATES: 


Please  return  this  form  no  later  than  March  8th 


HOUSING 
ELLEN  GARDNER 
61  FRUIT  ST. 
WORCESTER,  MA  01609 
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books 


Not  “ a  typical  gay-lib-porno  -Love  Story-whodunit ” 


Butterscotch  Prince.  By  Richard  Hall. 

New  York,  1975. 

A  Review  by  Rick  Paquette 

“What  can  1  say  about  Ellison 
Greer?  That  he  liked  to  go  to  the  Lyric 
The-aytur  every  Friday  night  .  .  .  and 
suck  cock  in  the  doorway  to  the  men’s 
room  .  .  .  and  after  that  he  liked  to  go 
home  and  listen  to  good  music,  and  he 
looked  like  me. 

“Somebody’s  going  to  rewrite  Gene¬ 
sis  one  of  these  days.  Adam  made  love 
to  his  garden  boy  in  the  toolshed  and 
for  that  he  was  thrown  out  of  Paradise. 
That’s  the  real  meaning  of  the 
serpent  myth.  I  mean  why  should  God 
make  a  woman  out  of  a  rib  when  he 
could  supply  a  fresh  young  boy 
instead?  Adam’s  rib  was  an  Arab 
nymphet  with  big  dark  eyes  and  a 
shlong  down  to  his  knees  and  if  the 
Bible  doesn’t  say  so  it’s  because  Moses 
didn’t  want  his  mother  to  find  out.” 
Thus  writes  Richard  Hall  in  his  gay 
mystery  book. 

Richard  Hall  has  attempted  to  raise 
gay  love  and  lifestyles  slightly  above 
the  porn  level.  I  must  admit  that 
through  the  first  third  of  the  book,  I 
had  decided  that  The  Butterscotch 


Prince  was  just  a  stereotypical  gay-lib- 
porno-“Love  Story”-whodunit.  I  did¬ 
n’t  even  want  to  finish  it.  There  was, 
however,  a  slightly  kinky  twist  involv¬ 
ing  a  rubber  fetish  which  did  interest 
me.  My  only  knowledge  of  rubber  had 
been  an  occasional  passionate  nibble 
on  my  pencil  eraser  in  school.  Much  to 
my  delight,  the  book  got  better  —  or  I 
got  more  generous.  Anyway  —  I  stayed 
up  all  night  to  finish  the  last  half. 

But  then  I  came  away  feeling  like  I’d 
been  ambushed  by  Hall.  He  starts  off 
onto  tangents  but  surveys  them  only 
superficially.  This,  of  course,  is 
thought-provoking,  but  is  also  teasing 
—  like  someone  getting  you  turned  on 
just  before  pushing  you  out  of  bed. 
Hall’s  book,  though  interesting,  could 
easily  have  been  twice  as  long  and  still 
been  interesting.  His  style  is  like  that  of 
a  sniper,  sitting  in  his  hideout,  machine 
gunning  his  readers  with  a  plethora  of 
poignant,  interesting,  entertaining  and, 
at  times,  brilliant  ideas.  But  he  only 
touches  upon  things  and  never  eluci¬ 
dates.  It’s  kind  of  like  dropping  pearls 
into  a  sea  of  white  gumballs. 

The  vehicle  is  a  murder  case.  Cordell 
McGreevy’s  lover,  Ellison  Greer  (a  pla¬ 
tonic  relationship),  was  murdered.  The 
N.Y.P.D.  couldn’t  be  bothered  with 
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another  homosexual  murder.  Cord 
feels  he  must  track  down  Ellison’s 
killer.  The  major  clue  is  some  sort  of 
“rubber  toy”  Cord  finds  in  Ellison’s 
room.  His  adventure  leads  him  through 
previously  unimagined  experiences.  He 
finds  a  rubber  type  who’s  into  raw 
liver,  and  a  leather  and  S&M  type  into 
getting  his  nipples  pierced  while  hang¬ 
ing  from  the  ceiling,  and  a  movie 
maker-photographer  who  films  their 
love  making  (unknown  to  our  hero). 

Cord  eventually  becomes  the  movie 
maker’s  lover  and  experiences  an  out¬ 
standing  menage-a-trois  with  the  pho¬ 
tographer’s  assistant  taking  the  third 
lead.  This  scene  in  the  book,  though 
brief,  smacks  of  some  outstanding 
writing.  The  three  start  out  smoking  a 
coupole  joints  and  the  reader  is  drawn 
to  a  high  by  the  writing  style,  so  that 
the  actual  sex  becomes  more  of  a 
James  Joyce  type  stream  of  conscious¬ 
ness  rather  than  a  step-by-step:  “A” 
stuck  this  into  “B”  who  was  doing 
such  and  so  to  “c.” 

The  adventure  continues  into  the 
S&M  sequence,  and  the  leather  type, 
Klaus,  tries  to  explain  S&M  to  Cord. 
“It’s  really  the  slave  who  is  in  control 
.  .  .  the  master  is  the  servant  of  his 
slave  and  the  slave  is  the  master  of  his 
mater.”  “It’s  like  the  relationship 
between  God  and  the  saints  .  .  .  God  is 
a  character  in  the  minds  of  the  saints 


.  .  .  without  them,  He  would  not  exist. 
Without  Him,  they  would  not  enjoy 
that  they  suffer.”  That  still  didn’t  help 
Cord  understand,  so  Klaus  tells  him 
it’s  like  in  Grimm’s  Marchen?  Hansel 
und  Gretel,  “Hansel  loved  the  witch. 
Hansel  was  the  one  what  helped  her 
build  the  cage,  so  .  .  .  Hansel  was  most 
happy  when  he  was  in  the  cage,  you  see 
.  .  .  There  is  a  great  love  for  cages  in 
this  world.  Otherwise  there  are  not  so 
many  of  them.”  Jsicl 

You  see  .  .  .  But  the  plot  winds  and 
rewinds  to  an  interesting  conclusion.  In 
fine  Perry  Mason  fashion,  Cordell 
unravels  the  mysteries,  in  search  of  the 
murderer.  And  it  was  interesting  to 
learn  along  the  way  that  “The  poet 
Pindar  died  at  the  age  of  79  in  his 
Lover’s  arms  at  the  gymnasium  in 
Argos  .  .  .  They  had  been  wrestling. 
Yes,  wrestling.  He  died  with  one 
shoulder  pinned  to  the  earth,  to  the 
hard  beaten  earth  of  the  Palestra  .  .  . 
His  heart  stopped.  But  he  died  in  bliss 
...  in  bliss  ...  In  his  Lover’s  arms  in 
Argos.” 

It’s  certainly  worth  a  buck  and  a 
quarter  to  pick  up  The  Butterscotch 
Prince  in  paperback,  printed  by  Pyra¬ 
mid  Books  in  New  York.  Once  you  get 
past  the  Ali-McGraw-has-died,  tear- 
jerking-butwelookedlikeeachother  be¬ 
ginning  you  will  enjoy  the  book. 


SIHESimillNI  IFOllflB 


Harvard-Radcliffe 

The  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Stu¬ 
dents  Association  members  have  been 
pretty  busy  recently  getting  ready  for 
their  second  annual  film  festival.  The 
festival  as  currently  planned  will  have 
two  world  premieres  of  new  gay 
movies,  along  with  several  high-quality 
old  ones,  so  we  put  our  reporter  on  the 
telephone  lines  over  to  Cambridge  to 
find  out  about  it  all. 

The  first  weekend  (March  5-6)  is 
intended  for  those  who  appreciate 
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FESTIVAL  OF  THE  MALE  EROTICA 
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Starring 

CLAY  RUSSEL  PAUL  STRAND  DAVE  DANIELS 
DIRECTOR  NIKE  TAYLOR  ZODIAC  PRODUCTION 

A LL  MALE  CAST  X  EASTMAN  COLOR 

Plus  -  BOYS  &  BANDITS 


6  CARD  STUD 


plus 


BOYS  IN  THE  BANDIT 


Private  Lounge 


Free  Coffee 


a rt  llyiava  1-2 

204Tremont  St.  482-4661 


far-out  fantasy  mixed  in  with  a  little 
black  humor.  John  Waters’  “Multiple 
Maniacs”  will  be  shown  at  8  p.m.  after 
a  Water  short.  “Loveletter  to  Edy”  (an 
interview  with  one  of  the  stars  of 
“M.M.”).  This  feature  stars  Divine, 
and  the  only  word  to  describe  it  is 
weird.  Admission  to  this  half  of  the 
evening  is  $1 .  The  second  half  begins  at 
10  p.m.  with  “Thank  You  Mask 
Man,”  the  short  Lenny  Bruce  cartoon 
that  was  the  hit  of  last  year’s  festival. 
Then  Michael  York  and  Angela  Lans- 
bury  contend  with  each  other  in 
“Something  for  Everyone,” 

The  second  weekend  is  on  the  theme 
of  the  way  America  socializes  lesbians 
as  women,  and  the  way  lesbians  break 
out  of  that  socialization  and  socialize 
each  other  as  lesbians.  (Got  that?) 
“Betty  Tells  Her  Story”  may  seem  at 
first  to  be  just  another  hard  luck  story 
about  going  to  the  prom  “Circle  at 
12”  begins  with  two  12-year-old  New¬ 
ton  cheerleaders  talking  about  12-year- 
old  boys,  slumber  parties,  and  school, 
all  with  WRKO  blaring  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  It  ends  with  the  girls’  parents 
explaining  how  they  want  —  and  do 
not  want  —  their  daughters  to  turn 
out.  “Home  Movie”  shows  scenes 
from  DOB  touch  football  (no  cheer¬ 
leaders  here  —  just  pileups  .  .  .)  and 
Jan  Oxenberg’s  parents’  home  movies 
of  her  playing  with  dolls.  “Sandy  & 
Madeleine’s  Family”  is  the  story  of  a 
custody  fight  for  Sandy  and  Maddy’s 
children;  Finally,  the  first 

world  premiere  will  be  presented: 
Boston’s  very  own  Micki  Dickoff  has 
made  a  marvellous  film  about  coming 
out, “Monday  Morning  Pronouns.” 
(Leslie  Cagan  did  the  sound  and  Gerry 
Hoex  was  the  assistant  film  editor.) 
This  begins  at  8  p.m.  and  costs 
$1.50. 

Then  we’ll  all  take  a  breather  before 
the  third  weekend  of  films  on  April 
23-24.  Planned  for  that  time  is  Tom 
Joslin’s  brand  new  gay  male  autobiog¬ 
raphy  “Black  Star.”  This  program 
may  change  between  now  and  then  so 
be  sure  to  call  495-1927  or  498-4236  for 
further  information. 

Oh!  We  almost  forgot  to  tell  you 
that  all  these  movies  will  be  shown  in 
Harvard  University’s  Burr  Lecture 
Hall, 
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15  Lansdowne  St.  Discotheque 

presents 

ED  ROSENTHAL'S 

MAGIC  ANA 

TM 


Houdini’s  Amazing  Substitution  Trunk 

Zombie — the  Metallic  Ball  that  Dances 

With  a  Life  of  Its  Own 

Doves  Produced  from  Thin  Air 

Side-splitting  Comedy 


featuring 

WALLY  DEAN 

WALTER  and  KAREN  CHILDS 
GENERAL  GRANT 


shows  nightly  at  10:30  pm 


ONE  WEEK  ONLY 

(Monday,  March  1  through  Saturday,  March  6) 


ILLUSIONS  -  COMEDY  -  MYSTERY 
FUNTASTIC! 


BOSTON'S  FULL  ENTERTAINMENT  CENTER 


•  VISIT  OUR  NEW  GAME  ROOM 

•  DISCO  DANCING  NIGHTLY 

•  FULL  OMELET  BREAKFAST  AVAILABLE 
AT  ALL  TIMES 


15  LANSDOWNE  ST.  BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  (617)  262-2424 
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View 


from 


Within 


By  William  Kissinger 

Having  run  afoul  of  the  long  arm  of 
the  law  on  several  occasions,  I  could 
probably  just  as  easily  offer  my  view¬ 
points  on  the  present  situation  of  the 
judicial  system,  and  the  state  of  the 
courts;  however,  this  particular  piece  is 
designed  to  tell  you,  whom  I  often 
wonder  if  you  care,  just  what  it  is  like 
to  be  gay,  in  prison,  and  in  the  South. 

First,  there  are  several  rules  one 
must  observe: 

(1)  There  is  no  such  animal  as  a 


A  Gay  Person’s 
Guide  to 
New  England 

“A  non-sexist  look  at .  .  .  the  gay 
New  England  scene. 

Demian,  Gay  Community  News 

“It’s  the  best.” 

— Michael’s 
Thing 

“This  is  a  book  for  the  whole  community 
of  people  who  care  about  people.” 

Lee  Sheridan,  The  Valley  Advocate 

The  1976  edition,  A  Gay  Person's  Guide  to  New  England.  Available 
at  $3.75  from  finer  bookstores,  gay  bars,  baths,  and  organizations 
throughout  New  England  and  the  World.  By  mail,  $4.00  postpaid 
from  GPG,  Dept.  1)3,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108.  Copies 
sent  in  plain  brown  envelope.  Make  cheque  payable  to  “GCN.” 


“Gay.”  You  may  be  a  punk,  a  queer,  a 
faggot ,  a  dicksucker,  an  asshole,  a 
bitch,  a  whore  —  but  you  may  not  be 
Gay,  and  certainly  cannot  be  proud! 

(2)  Always  stay  in  your  place.  Gays 
here  must  assume  assigned  roles: 
always  feminine,  usually  industrious, 
laborious,  and  usually  related  to 
economics  in  one  sense  or  another. 
You  may  not  raise  your  voice,  even  if  it 
is  in  defense  of  yourself,  and  never, 
never  raise  your  fists,  particularly  to 
prevent  your  face  from  being  smashed 
in,  whether  it  be  by  an  irate  “old 
man,”  or  by  a  hardleg  from  another 
block  who  suddenly  decides  he  wants 
to  fuck  and  neither  you  nor  your  “old 
man”  has  anything  to  say  about  it. 

(3)  Always  get  permission  from  your 
“old  man”  to  do  anything,  particu- 
arly  if  it  involves,  or  even  remotely 
seems  to  involve  sex  or  going  some¬ 
where  where  there  is  a  possibility  of 
having  sex  with  someone  else. 

I  could  go  on  and  on,  but  actually, 
the  petty  rules  seem  to  become  redund¬ 
ant  and  repetitious.  One  has  no 
freedom  or  sense  of  individuality, 
unless,  of  course,  he  is  old,  wrinkled, 
broke  and  alone.  Then  he  has  nothing 
to  worry  about,  because  the  hardlegs 
are  all  out  chasing  the  younger,  sweeter 
and  more  innocent  boys. 

There  is  a  constant  struggle  among 
inmate  factions  (the  New  Orleans 
clique,  the  Baton  Rouge  clique,  the 
Shreveport  clique  —  the  “Urbs”  (from 
New  Orleans)  against  the  “bunkins  or 
the  varmints”  (from  the  rural  areas) 
for  control  of  the  sweeter  boys, and  for 
their  money. 

Between  1974  and  1975,  in  the  Big 
Yard  compound  alone,  which  is  the 
only  system  of  its  kind  in  existence  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  largest  (3900 
inmates  inside  one  compound),  there 
were  33  murders;  17  of  them  directly 
related  to  homosexuality.  Here,  one 
sees  the  epitome  of  the  “dog  eat  dog” 
rule,  and  feels  the  tension  of  it  every 
day  and  night. 

There  were  innumerable  cases  of 
homosexual  gang-rapes,  many  victims 


of  which  were  not  Gay,  simply  young, 
inexperienced  men  who  wandered  off 
into  a  lion’s  den,  and  didn’t  speak 
“Lionese.”  Afterwards,  of  course, 
they  became  whores,  punks,  dicklick- 
ers,  and  kids,  and  were  reduced  to 
mere  shells  of  men. 

Sadly  enough,  even  the  true  Gays 
have  no  sense  of  unity  here.  They  are 
too  busy  fighting  among  themselves, 
too  jealous  of  each  other,  playing 
rivalry  games  for  control  and  power 
among  the  convict  population  or  the 
“free  man’s”  world;  trying  to  amass 
petty  penitentiary  “wealth”  of  $30 
every  draw  day.  One  searches  for 
pride,  and  finds,  instead,  conceit; 
searches  for  love  and  one  finds 
abusive,  greedy  hardlegs;  searches 
within  yourself  for  private  justification 
and  revenge,  and  one  may  find  a  knife 
in  one’s  chest,  blood  flowing  freely. 

But  that  blood  can  never  flow  as 
freely  as  the  tears  some  of  us  cry;  the 
overall  sadness  of  the  plight  we  find 
ourselves  in  is  overpowering.  1  think  of 
time,  and  perhaps  if  1  only  were  to  be 
here  for  a  year  or  two,  maybe  it 
wouldn’t  be  so  bad;  I  might  find  it 
within  myself  to  turn  my  head,  and 
play  these  same  games.  But,  1  will  be 
here  for  21  years  (seven  of  them  before 
I  am  eligible  for  parole),  have  already 
been  here  for  three,  and  the  agony  and 
pain  of  those  around  me  is  too  much  to 
turn  aside.  So,  1  try;  I  write  letters,  1 
draft  proposals,  I  file  lawsuits,  1  fight 
with  my  fists  at  times,  1  love  harder 
than  I  have  ever  loved  in  my  life,  and 
equal  that  love  with  a  vicious  hatred  of 
some  of  these  people;  and  I  cry  within, 
at  times  without.  But  I  have  yet  to  be 
able  to  sit  down  and  smile,  saying  that 
something  is  working. 

Someone  coined  a  saying,  that  “The 
South  will  rise  again!”  Indeed,  it  has, 
and  it  rears  its  ugly  head  over  us  all, 
over  our  bodies,  our  lives,  and  it  spits 
through  bared  fangs  at  you,  your 
conscience.  We  need  help,  and  you  can 
give  it.  Just  try  not  turning  your  head, 
and  we  promise  not  to  leave  a  stone 
unturned. 
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Lust  in  the  Afternoon 


go  ii\  like  a 
LION... 

come-out  like 
a  LAMB! 

The  GUYS  at  the 

Regency Qlub 

j  have  charms  to  soothe 
the  savage  beast... 

11  Otis  St.  4th  floor,  Boston 
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Apartments 


Boston,  South  End,  Worcester  Square 
next  to  City  Hospital,  2  min.  to  MBTA. 
Ultra  modern  1-2-3  bedroom  apt., 
burglar  alarm,  fire  alarm,  central  TV 
antenna,  w/w  rugs,  garbage  disposal, 
disheasher,  etc.  Call  247-0570. _ 

Clean  studio  apt.  with  w/w  carpet, 
cabinet  kitchen,  your  heat  control,  etc. 
Good  bldg,  with  good  people.  In  town 
across  from  Pru.  Call  Jay  267-7422. 


GWM,  18,  seeks  employment.  Exper¬ 
ience  working  with  people,  day  -are, 
hospital  work,  etc.  Hard  worker  and 
responsible  Iking  for  work  in  any  type 
of  service  oriented  work.  All  replies 
answered.  Write  GCN  Box  535. 


Experienced  house  cleaner  with  trans¬ 
portation.  $4  an  hour.  Call  Linda  523- 
0007. 


Miscellaneous 


For  Sale 


WATCH  YOUR  MOODS 
Change  in  rings,  earrings,  pendants 
and  watches.  Various  styles  gift  boxed. 
Low  prices.  For  color  brochures  send 
£2.00  (refundable)  to  GCN  Box  557. 

OTHER  VOICES 

Gay  bookstore  at  30  Bromfield  St., 
Boston.  3rd  floor,  open  11  am  to  6  pm 
Mon.  thru  Sat.  Many  new  titles. 


MERRY  X-MAS  &  HAPPY  HANUKAH. 
STATUE  OF  LIBERTY  T-SHIRTS  now 
available  in  s-m-l-xl,  white,  in  tjme  for 
holiday  season  at  the  OTHER  VOICES, 
30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  or  write  Ga\ 
Media  Action,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108  (617)  523-1081. 


be  your  own  boss.  Set  your  ow.i  ho.  is. 
Join  the  GCN  team  of  ad  representa-j 
lives  Don'trestrict  yourself  to  Boston. 
We  have  outlets  all  over  New  England. 
20%  commission.  Earn  extra  money  or 
make  it  a  full-time  job.  Skip  and 
Matthew  are  here  to  help  you.  Write 
GCN  or  call  617-426-4469 


Job  Op 


Wanted:  Full  time  Health  Services  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  Gay  Center.  Should  have 
experience  and  or  training  in  mental 
and  or  physical  health  area.  $75-80/ 
week.  Send  resume  by  April  15  to:  Gay 
Community  Services  Center,  Box  975, 
Ellicott  Sta.,  Buffalo,  N.Y.  14205,  Attn: 
Health  Committee. 


SHOW  BIZ  WANTS  YOU! 
Pandora  Productions  are  seeking  per¬ 
formers  for  tri-city  Gay  Pride  Week 
radio  extravaganza.  Voice  &  comedy 
training  pluses.  Write  GCN  Box  552. 

FEMALE  MUSICIANS 


LESBIAN  PHOTO  NOTE  CARDS 
Black  on  white  slick  stock  4"x5”.  Free 
flier,  send  stamped  envelopt.  "ANNU 
UNLIMITED,"  1314  Morningside  Way, 
Venice,  CA  90291.  Wholesale/retail. 


A 1  A 


Locker  Room 

/  Bottle  $ 5.00 
from 

STARLITE 

INDUSTRIES 

P.0.  Box  9445 
Providence,  R.l.  02940 

Dealer  Inquiries  Invited 


Organizations 


DIGNITY 

An  organization  for  gay  Catholic  wo¬ 
men  and  men,  is  now  forming  a  chapter 
in  the  Riverside/San  Bernardino  coun¬ 
ties.  Those  interested  write:  Dignity/ 
Inland  Empire,  P.O.  Box  20081,  River¬ 
side,  CA  92506.  Gay  /  Straight  /  Cath¬ 
olic  /  Non-Catholic  welcome! 

GAY  QUAKERS 

We  are  trying  to  identify  gay  and 
bisexual  friends  who  are  interested  in 
presenting  a  gay  perspective  in  general 
conference.  Contact  Jan  Beck  at  GCN 
Box  538.  Confidentiality  assured . 


PRISON  MINISTRY  IN  R.l. 

We  are  trying  to  contact  gay  men  & 
women  in  the  Adult  Correctional  ISTI. 
We  are  seeking  names  of  those 
individuals  who  would  be  interested  in 
receiving  correspondence  from  other 
gays.  If  you  know  of  anyone,  please 
contact  Connie  DiCenzo,  c/o  MCC 
Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.l.  02907. 


BLACK  GAY  MEN'S  CAUCUS 
Concerned  brothers  should  write  GCN  ' 
Box  9600. 


BOSTON  BAIL  PROJECT 
Most  people  who  are  arrested  are  al¬ 
lowed  bail.  The  rich  can  always  pay. 
The  poor  often  languish  in  dirty  cells 
just  because  they  ara  poor.  You  can 
help.  Contact  the  Boston  Bail  Project, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
'Vis,  or  call  (617)  491-1575. 


AMERICA  LATIN' A-..ATIN  AMERICA' 
Estamos  interesados  en  comunicarnos 
con  Gays  en  America  Latina  y  el  Caribe. 
Si  tienes  amistades  en  estas  areas,  por 
favor  pideles  que  se  comuniquen  con 
nosotros,  o  envianos  sus  nombres  y 
direcciones.  We  are  interested  in 
corresponding  with  Gays  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean.  If  you  have 
friends  in  these  areas,  please  ask  them 
to  write  us,  or  send  us  their  names  and 
addressed.  Comunid.ad  de  Orgullo  Gay, 
Apartado  5523,  Puerta  de  Tierra,  San 
Juan,  P  R.  00906. 


NAT'L  GAY  PRISONERS  COALITION 
would  love  to  hear  from  any  Gay 
Brother  or  Sister  who  is  interested  in 
helping  liberate  the  Rights  of  Gay 
Prisoners  in  Federal  Prisons.  Contact 
Johnny  Gibbs,  #86976-132,  Box  1000, 
U.S.  Prison,  Lewisburg,  PA  17837. 
(Chairman  of  the  National  Gay  Prison- 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle, 
Wash.  98109  (206)  282-5798.  Member¬ 
ship  $5.00. 

LUTHERANS 

ALC,  LCA  and  Mo.  Uniting  for  justice, 
love,  understanding  in  our  church. 
Lutherans  Concerned  (for  Gay  People), 
Box  15592-B,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84115. 

GAY  SOCIETY  OF  ANGOLA 
New  Gay  organization  in  Louisiana 
prison:  Anyone  interested  in  helping 
with  support  contact  Anthony  T.  Smith, 
GSOA,  PMB-71 437-CBA,  Angola,  LA 
70712. 


Personals 


UNWANTED,  HOMELESS,  ALONE? 
Loving,  would-be  father,  Libra,  5’9", 
135  lbs.,  brown  hair,  green  eyes,  seeks 
affectionate,  honest,  smooth-faced, 
long-haired,  clean-cut  son?  to  20  to 
share  country  life-style.  I  like  nature, 
pets,  books,  music,  gardening.  Please 
write  full  details  with  age  &  photo  to 
Occupant,  Box  473,  Bedford,  N.Y. 
10506.  Be  sincere. 

Providence  professor  (GCN  story,  Feb. 
21,  page  1)  44,  6’1 ",  155#,  seeks  friend¬ 
ship.  Write  Ken,  33  Huxley  Ave.,  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.i.  02908. 


MAINE 

BGR  WTRUL  AUGSTA  AREA.  TULG 
SLSMN  wants  apt./hse  to  share 
wknites.  Am  38,  bi,  Virgo,  horny  for 
free  assoc,  w/you.  Phil  G.,  Box  1602 
Ports.,  N.H.  03801. 

LESBIANS  ONLY 

Feminist  (M)  lesbian  yearns  to  exercise 
her  orability,  would  like  to  meet  a  gay 
female  for  a  truly  warm  lasting  relation¬ 
ship.  Box  63,  Boston,  Ma.  02137. 
Lowell  area.  Bi  WM  middle  40  5'10"  170 

lbs.  seeks  discreet  G  or  Bi  WM  35-45  for 
friendship  &  sex.  No  hassle,  will  ans  all 
that  are  honest.  Address  &  phone  no. 
Please  allow  4  weeks  for  mail.  GCN  Box 
393,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Ma 
021 08. 

LOVERS  AND  FRIENDS 
Show  the  world  how  you  feel.  I  am 
making  16mm  silent  film  sketches  of 
lovers  and  friends  showing  love  and 
affection  to  each  other.  There  are  too 
many  negative  gay  films.  Help  make  a 
positive  one.  Write  Mark,  GCN  Box  558. 


Leather  swish  of  Fort  Hill  exhausted 
from  the  Shed  T-room.  Don’t  forget 
your  satin /glitter  whip  and  dishes  in 
the  sink! _ 

Well  endowed  actors,  walk-ons  needed 
for  x-rated  humorous  film  to  be  made  in 
Boston  area  this  spring.  Fee  negoti¬ 
able.  Send  qualifications,  pics  to  GCN 
Box  556.  All  confidential. 

GOOD  FAIRY  OF  BRIGHTON 
Goddam,  you’d  turn  any  man  queer!  Oh 
so  special  faggot  tftat  you  are  to 
celebrate  our  gayness/our  love.  The 
Black  Widow  of  Fort  Hill. 


EAR  PIERCING 


Fast,  painless  &  sanitary. 

THECUTTERY  n  9  Charles  st. 

BOSTON  tues-sat  227-0119 


GWF  early  50s,  attractive,  seeks  mature 
sensitive  companionship  with  a  woman 
age  45  to  55.  Nashua,  N.H.  area. 


Sex  can  be  an  anxiety  or  a  pleasure; 
your  attitude  toward  your  sexuality 
determines  which  it  wifi  be.  Counseling 
to  help  gay  males  better  understand 
themselves.  For  information,  call  617- 
353-1166. _ 

Affectionate  GWF  27,  would  love  to 
meet  sexy  or  fern  appr  GF  for  truly 
warm,  honest  and  lasting  relationship. 
No  drug  users.  Please  reply.  GCN  Box 
546. 


JANUS  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

for  women 

Groups,  Individuals 
Couples  Therapy 

419  Bovlston  St.,  Room  519,  Boston 
Tel.  536-3071 


FRI  NIGHT  BLUE? 

Why  be  bored,  hassled  or  stood  up? 
Come  to  GCN  office  at  6  pm  and  exper¬ 
ience  good  folks  and  pleasant  conver¬ 
sation,  while  folding  and  mailing  GCN. 

YOUNG,  GAY  AND  HASSLED? 

Call  or  drop  in  to  Project  Lambda,  70 
Charles  St..  Boston  (227-8587).  An 
advocacy  program  for  youth  (12-17 
years  old)  who  need  help  dealing  with, 
family,  court,  school,  etc.  M-F.  10  am- 
6  pm. 


FUN  ANDGAMES 

Play  monopoly,  go  skiing,  learn  hand¬ 
ball;  swim,  bowl;  try  soccer,  cribbage, 
darts.  To  join  in  these  &  other  Gay  Rec¬ 
reational  Activities  write  GCN,  Box 
8000.  Or  help  start  a  new  GRAC  group 
in  your  favorite  game:  basketball, 
bridge,  fencing  —  you  name  it.  Organ¬ 
izers  needed. 


BATMAN 

Holy-Homo-phobia,  I’ve  been  in  the 
Bat-cave  for  four  years  drinking,  and 
dancing.  Even  Wonder-Woman  doesn’t 
know  where  you  are.  Zowie  Caped- 
Crusader,  time  is  passing  and  I'm 
beginning  to  feel  like  the  Joker.  Gosh 
Bat-man  will  you  write?  Who-ever  you 
are.  Matthew/Robin,  c/o  GCN  Box  542, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108. 


GOOD  FF  TOP  MAN  WANTED 
Bi  WM  27  6’  170  dark,  considered  very 
handsome,  mustache,  muse  workout 
want  ONLY  someone  into  active  freak/ 
toys  dildoes  etc.  to  teach  me  to  take 
and  enjoy  good  FF.  Must  like  good 
smoke  &  amyl.  Bearded  muse  types 
pref  and  pict  if  possible  with  detailed 
letter  to  P.O.  Box  110,  Cambridge 
02138. 


GWF  sensitive,  intelligent,  would  like 
to  meet  gay  women  for  dates  and  quiet 
times  together,  over  25.  Please  write 
and  tell  me  about  yourself.  Write  GCN 
-  Box  548. _ _ _ 

G  gd  looking  dancer  bi  male  traveling  to 
Boston,  East  Coast,  San  Juan,  West 
Coast,  wld  like  to  meet  and  visit  honest 
people.  I  am  sincere  and  understand¬ 
ing,  flexible  and  fun.  Call  Ray  before 
April  24,  514-932-2051. 


tGWM  23  seeks  gay  male  16-25  for  pen 
pal  and  poss.  meetings.  I  live  in  N.H. 
but  can  travel.  Like  uncut,  str.  app., 
new  to  gay.  Jim.  Write  GCN  Box  551. 


seeking  to  form,  manage  and  book  an 
all  female  band.  To  work  exclusively 
gay  circuits.  If  interested  in  commercial 
not  political  endeavors,  write  Phoenix 
Box  8107,  c/o  P.O.  Box  368,  Kenmore 
Station,  Boston  02215.  


Streetworker  self-help  .Boston  based 
program  experience  working  with  gay, 
black  or  other  streetpeople.  Aware  of 
drugs  and  street  culture.  2-11  pm.  Send 
resume  and  salary  requirements  to  P.O. 
Box  124,  West  Somerville  02149. 


Waiters,  busboys  and  bartenders  need¬ 
ed  immediately.  Appl^  in  person  2-4  pm 
daily  or  after  8.  15  Lansdowne  St. 
Discotheque,  Boston. 


Job  Wanted 


Gay  woman  guitarist  lead /rhythm  back 
up  vocals  sks  work  oriented  women’s 
band  full  time  commit.  Have  car,  can 
travel.  Fran,  617-354-1436. 

GWM  22,  seeks  employment,  experi¬ 

enced  performing  pianist  in  classical 
recitals,  musical  theater,  and  light 
rock.  3  years  experience  piano  instruc¬ 
tor  all  levels  of  study.  Write  GCN  Box 
559. 

’  HUSTLER’’  FOR  HIRE 
Analytical,  pragmatic  problem  solver 
with  ten  years  experience  in  manage¬ 
ment  including  systems  and  proced¬ 
ures,  personnel,  accounting  and  data 
processing.  Prefer  Boston.  Box  8063, 
Washington.  D.C.  20024. 


Experienced  typesetter,  pasteup  &  lay¬ 
out  man,  now  student,  desires  similar 
position  or  office  work,  part  time  after¬ 
noons’  Call  296-4517  eves. _ 

GF  wants  working  situation  with  wo¬ 
men  in  New  England  area.  Have  back¬ 
ground  in  printing  press  and  news¬ 
papers.  Write  GCN  Box  470. 


Carpentry,  remodeling,  repairs,  furni¬ 
ture.  Call  Joan  617-864-1802.  Moving 
and  hauling  with  piok-up.  Call  Lin  617- 
864-1802 


classified  ad  order  form 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone. 
Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay  Community 
News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your  area 
code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 


Non-business:  $3.00  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line);  each 
additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50  cents  for  25 
characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a  busi¬ 
ness):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per  line) 
and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  characters. 

Box  Numbers:  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you  pick 
up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  forwarded, 
the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end 
of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for 
a  3  month  period,  a  $5700  charge  will  be  made  for  the 
additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

Name 
Address 


If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are:  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.,  Monday  through  Wednes¬ 
day;  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  Thursday;  10  a  m.  to  6  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday;  and  4  n.m.  to  8  p.m.,  Sunday. 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL  LOST*  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines  _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

First  30  words _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Each  add’l  15  words  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  wks.  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3 .00/6  wks.  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $  1 .00  $_ 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00  _ $_ 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . 

PLEASE  PRINT  NEATLY. 


City. 

Zip_ 


.State. 


.Phone 


i  m  looking  for  a  GWF,  petite  and  some¬ 
what  feminine  who  has  patience,  likes 
music,  dining,  good  times  and  lots  of 
affection!  No  drug  users,  please.  Write 
GCN  Box  554. _ _ 

LONELY  ACTOR, BUFFALO 
W/M,  36,  6'1  ”,  175  in  magic  show 
Buffalo  arena,  needs  company  of  thin, 
hung,  young,  masc  male  16-30.  Call 
W.P.  (716)  TL2-5470  #416. 


STOP  SMOKING  clinic  will  be  run  at 
Old  West  Church,  13t  Cambridge  St., 
Boston,  from  March  23-25,  7:30  p.m. 
Sponsored  by  MCC/Boston.  Call  523- 
7664  for  information. 


GCN  has  no  control  over  classified 
advertisers.  We  cannot  assure  you  that 
your  inquiry  will  be  answered  or  that  the. 
product  or  service  is  accurately  present¬ 
ed. 


WM  24,  5'9”,  140,  str  app,  avg  looks, 
not  out  long,  seeks  very  masc  rugged 
self  assured  male,  any  scene,  any  age 
but  prefer  30-45.  Write  GCN  Box  532. 

Young  attractive,  affluent  couple  would 
like  to  meet  Bi-F  for  fun,  trips,  good 
times.  Please  respond  with  phone  #  to 
Box  9445,  Prov.,  Rl  02940. 


IN  fO  S  and  M? 

GWM,  student,  21,  slim,  fairly  attract¬ 
ive,  seeks  GM  under  25  who  likes  S&M 
(wrestling  for  example)  and  enjoys 
giving  and  getting  both  pain  and 
affection.  Conn,  area  preferred,  but  not 
necessary.  Write  GCN  Box  541 . 


HOW  S  YOUR  LOVE  LIFE? 

Do  you  have  one  lover?  Many?  Do  you 
live  with  a  lover  or  apart  from  one?  Tell 
our  readers  all  about  your  relationships, 
how  good  they  are.  how  bad  they  are. 
how  you  would  like  them  to  be.  HELP 
OTHERS  handle  their  loved  ones  by 
telling  them  your  story  in  GCN.  Write 
attention  Lyn,  22  Bromfield,  Boston 
02108 
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fiedCLASSIFIEDdassifiedCLASSIFIEDclassifiedCLASSI 


Dear  Classified  Advertiser: 

If  preference  as  to  race  (B  or  W)  does 
not  matter,  why  put  it  in? 


it  M  M 


Brushed  Aluminum 
INHALERS 

with  Teflon  Seals 
A2A  —  Center  Break 
A3  A  —  Bottom  Break 

from 

STARLITE 

INDUSTRIES 

P.0.  Box  9445 
Providence,  R.l.  02940 


Publications  * 


FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  lesbians,  put  out  by 
Boston  DOB.  New,  exciting  format.  60c 
sample  copy,  $6.00  for  1  year.  Send 
check  to  DOB,  419  Boylston  St.,  Rm. 
323,  Boston,  yM  A  02116. 

.  PEACEWORK 

Nonviolent  social  change  news  report¬ 
ed  in  lively  monthly  New  England 
newsletter.  Subscription  $3,  sample 
copy  free.  Peacework,  48  Inman  St., 
r  imbrirtnn  ma  o?i39 

AMSTERDAM  GAYZETTE,  Europe’s  fa¬ 
vorite  Gay  newspaper!  Printed  in  Eng¬ 
lish  and  published  monthly.  Enjoy 
world  famous  “Outrageous"  Classified 
Ads  from  GAYZETTE  readers  in  Europe 
and  USA,  plus  lots  of  male  nudes!  Send 
$1.00  for  sample  copy.  Amsterdam 
Gayzetter,  P.O.  Box  893,  Amsterdam 
1000,  Holland. 

CALIFORNIA  SCENE.  7th  year.  Sample 
copy  $1.25.  Ten  copies  $10.  Articles  of 
general  interest  and  news  of  all  Califor¬ 
nia  plus  photos,  theatre,  movie  reviews 
and  book  reviews.  Box  26032,  Los 
Angeles  90026. 

WIN  MAGAZINE 

Peace  and  freedom  through  non-violeni 
action.  Subscription  $7/year.  WIN,  Box 
547,  Rifton,  N.Y.  12471. 

Transvestite  Newsletter.  Free  Sample. 
Has  articles,  photos,  personals  and  un¬ 
usual  offers.  Write  Empathy,  Box 
1 2466,  Seattle,  Wash.  98111. 

Personal  ad  listing  service.  100’s  of 
personal  _non-coded  ads  of  young 
persons.  $1  0°  for  a  recent  sample 
issue  with  complete  information  and  an 
ad  form.  Write  BSJ,  Box  337,  Milllken, 
CO  80543. 


LAVENDER  SOUTH 

Discover  the  realities  of  the  Southern 
gay  experience,  read  The  Barb,  the 
news  monthly  for  Southern  gays. 
Regional  and  national  news,  lifestyle 
commentary,  entertainment  columns. 
Subscription  per  year  $5/3rd  class; 
$8/ 1st  class.  Sample  50c.  (All  copies 
mailed  in  anonymous  envelope.)  Clas¬ 
sifieds  lOc/wd,  Mastercharge,  Euro 
Card  and  Access  accepted.  The  South's 
largest  gay  publication:  The  Barb, 
P.O.B.  7922-B,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30309. 

The  Peoples  College  of  Law  of  The 
National  Lawyers  Guild  is  a  new  4-year 
law  school  oriented  toward  those 
usually  excluded  from  the  legal  educa¬ 
tional  process.  Gay  people,  especially 
lesbians  and  third  world  gays  are  defi¬ 
nitely  welcome.  Entrance  require¬ 
ments  are  2  yrs.  of  college  leading 
toward  a  Bachelor’s  degree,  or  you 
must  take  the  college  equivalency  test. 
Tuition  is  low.  All  applicants  should  be 
committed  to  use  the  law  as  a  tool  for 
social  change.  For  more  information 
write  Gay  Caucus,  c/o  PCL/NLG,  2222 
West  7th  St.,  L.A.,  CA  90057  or  call 
(213)  388-8171. 

PLAYGROUND  TRAUMA?  CLOSET 
Amazon?  How  did  you  feel  about  sports 
growing  up?  How  about  now?  GRAC- 
TIVITY  wants  poems,  essays,  graphics 
etc.  about  gays  &  sports.  Submit 
articles  &  subscribe,  c/o  GCN,  Box 
8000. _ 

GAY  SCENE 

The  monthly  picture  entertainment 
newspaper.  Features  Gay  Movement 
news,  articles,  reviews,  personals, 
nude  center  fold,  plus  giore  interesting 
features.  $8  for  12  issues.  Send  $1  for 
sample  copy.  Mailed  in  plain  brown 
envelope.  REGIMENT,  c/o  Gallery 
Three  Ent.,  Box  247,  Grand  Central 
Sia.,  NYC  10017. _ _ 


MAJORITY  REPORT 
Feminist  News  for  Women,  published 
every  other  week.  Subscrip.  $5  00/yr.. 
74  Grove  St  .  NYC.  Ny  10014. 

Any  person  interested  in  doing  VOLUN¬ 
TEER  WORK???For  any  number  of 
hours,  within  the  GAY  COMMUNITY, 
please  write  Box  1976,  GCN.  22 
Bromfield  St..  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Discretion  is  assured! 

TEAM  MAIL  ORDER  HOUSE 
Publisher  of  fine  magazines  and  mail 
order  products.  Write  today  for  free 
ritalog  to:  TEAM,  883  Geary  St.,  San 
incisco  CA  94102. 


Resorts 


GAY  SKI  HOUSE 

We’re  back!  Our  house  in  southern 
Vermont  with  fireplace,  sauna,  and 
good  cooking,  welcomes  you.  Week¬ 
ends  or  the  season.  For  information, 
call  us  at  (212)  794-2770. 


BEACON  TOURS 

Gay  Trips 

Call  Linda  742-1220 
24  Tremont  St.,  Boston 


LESBIAN  CONNECTION 
A  free  nationwide  forum  of  news  and 
ideas  by,  for,  and  about  lesbians 
(donations  are  always  welcome).  For  a 
subscription  simply  send  your  name, 
address,  and  zip  code  to:  Ambitious 
Amazons,  P.O.  Box  811,  East  Lansing, 
Mich.  48823. 

News  from  the  North!  Subscribe  to  the 
Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter,  a 
monthly  journal  of  gay  and  feminist 
news  and  opinion  from  the  Pine  Tree 
State,  $4/year.  Sent  in  sealed,  unmark¬ 
ed  envelopes.  Make  checks  payable  to 
MGTF  Newsletter,  Box  4542,  °ortland, 
‘mne  04112. 

ANDROGYNY  BOOK  SHOP 
A  wide  variety  of  gay  feminist  and 
nonsexist  childrens  books.  Come  and 
visit  when  you're  in  Montreal.  1217 
Crescent  St.,  Montreal  (514)  866-2131. 


Roommates 


2  G  feminists  want  3rd  to  share  a  quiet 
independent  woman’s  space  in  Som. 
near  stores  and  trans.  Rent  ! 78 -f  util. 
776-6045. 

SEEK  USE  OF  YOUR  APT. 

GWM,  30,  professional,  excel,  refer¬ 
ence  seeks  use  apt.  once  a  week  for  4 
hr.  in  return  for  $  help  with  rent.  Pis 
reply  to  GCN  Box  555. 

Lesbian  artist,  24,  needs  a  warm  and 
creative  living  situation  to  share  with 
other  gay  people.  Please  call  Jane, 
254-4171. 


Would  like  to  share  my  mobile  home  in 
the  country  with  someone  responsible. 
I  am  32,  considered  nice-looking,  and 
enjoy,  life.  Call  me,  967-3870. 

FALL  RIVER,  MASS. 

GM  with  10  rm.  house  seeks  one  or  two 
respon.  discreet  males  to  share  same. 
Have  own  room,  off  street  parking.  Call 
Ken  617-656-1653  eves.  Kp  trying. 


Cambridge  nr  Central  Square,  coupie 
sks  male  to  share  furnished  apt.  All 
utilities  inc.  Modern  bldg.  Call  492- 
0056. 


Roommate  to  share  large  Framingham 
apart.  GWM  to  mid  30s  $120  per  wk. 
Pis  write  to  occupant  P.O.  Box  248,  So. 
Framingham,  Ma  01701 .  I  will  ans.  all. 
Revere,  5  room  apt.  private  bedroom 

$135  mo.  and  Vi  utilities,  free  heat,  3 
blocks  from  beach,  1  block  from  MBTA. 
Must  be  white  male  and  straight  ap¬ 
pearing  hopefully  into  music,  sports, 
dining,  and  good  times  Not  sex  ad,  yet 
what  will  be,  will  be.  Call  Rob  617- 
284-2451 . 

TS  GCN  person  seeks  building  superin¬ 
tendent  place.  Quiet,  stable,  nonsmok¬ 
er.  Experience,  references.  Write 
Martha  or  Jim,  GCN  Box  481 .  All  replies, 
answered. 

Roommate  wanted  for  modern  2  br. 
apt,,  Allton-Brighton  area.  $l40/mo. 
Heat,  hot  water  included.  Easy  ac  to  T 
and  stores.  Call  Richard  277-3015. 

b.ack  gay  male  wanted  for  gay  com¬ 
mune  on  Fort  Hill.  Rent  $60.  Please 
contact  Greg  or  Lionel  at  445-6676. 

THERE  ARE  EIGHTEEN  FAGGOTS 
living  on  Fort  Hill.  We're  building  our 
gay  identity  in  ways  never  tried  before. 
We  live  in  communal  houses  and  our 
movement  is  growing.  Come,  join  us. 
Call  Greg  or  Mark  445-6676.for  442-6029 


SPECIAL  NOTICE! 

Classified  ads  rates  are  being  increased 
from  $2.00  to  $3.00  for  non-business 
and  $3.00  to  $4.00  for  business.  Dis¬ 
play  classified  remain  $7.00  per  column 
inch. 


(  THE  COMPLETE  GAY  GUIDE 
Hot* off  the  presses,  the  all  new  Gay 
Person’s  Guide  to  New  England.  128 
pages,  hundreds  of  listings:  outdoor 
cruising,  bars,  baths,  beaches,  ser¬ 
vices,  groups.  Expanded  coverage  for 
gay  women,  city  maps,  articles  on  gay 
history/ herstory,  telling  parents,  S&M, 
baths  and  more.  $3.75  at  our  office 
(10-6.  wkdays);  $4.00  by  mail.  GPG, 
Dept.  G-2.  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
02108. 

SHOW  YOUR  SUPPORi 
AND 

WE  LL  GIVE  YOU  THE  NEWS 
Subscribe  now  to  GCN  and  you’ll  get 
the  news  hot  off  the  presses  along  with 
fabulous  features  and  curious  classi¬ 
fieds  to  keep  you  informed  and  keep 
you  interested.  


Services 


OLDER  LESBIAN  SUPPORT  GROUP 
The  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center 
will  help  to  organize  a  C  R. /Support 
group  for  older  lesbians.  For  info  call 
802-863-1386  and  ask  for  Outreach,  or 
write  Box  29,  Burlington.  Vermont. 


WALTER  DRISCOLL 

A  Registered  Electroiogist 

Free  Consultation  Invited 
For  Permanent  Hair  Removal 
For  A II  Parts  of  the  Body 

26  West  St.,  Boston  Tel.  426-5067 


TYPESETTING 
FOR  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY 
Use  our  phototypesetter  facilities  to 
produce  your  booklet  or  publication. 
Good  rates.  We  are  GCN's  typesetter. 
Write  GCN  Box  69. 


haircutting  10-6  tues  thru  ■-at  J66-  0  V)0 
232  newburv  striv'l  U>ston  mass  021 16* 


NEW  ENGLAND  ACCU-JAC 
Young  male  demonstrates  world’s  first 
safe  and  effective  automatic  mastur¬ 
bator.  Modest  dem.  fee  applied  towards 
purchase.  Phone  for  appt.  in  Greater 
Boston  and  all  New  England.  Area  code 
203-739-6358. 


women’s  consulting  service 

TAX  PREPARATION 
BY  WOMEN  FOR  WOMEN 

Fees  on  a  sliding  scale.  Call 
Ans.Ser. (61 7)277-4067  for  appt. 


BOOKS  AND  SLIDES  FOR  SALE 
Selling  male  paperback  and  35mm  slide 
collections.  His.  Manhard,  etc.  books 
($1 ,95-$2.25)  now  90c  each.  Colt,  AMG, 
etc.  slides  (75c-$1)  now  40c  each.  Mail 
orders,  cash  plus  10c  each  item.  Large 
orders  picked  up/delivered  Eastern 
Conn,  only!  Write  GCN,  Box  528. 

An  additional  charge  of  $1.00  wit¬ 
he  necessary  in  order  for  phone 
numbers  to  appear  in  the  personals 


BOSTON  AREA. 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline) 
Adolescent  male  rap  session,  4-6  pm 
B’nai  Haskalah  (Gay  Jewish  group) 
Black  Gay  Men’s  Caucus, 

GCN,  Box  9600 
Boston  Lavender  Theatre: 

Women’s  group 
Men’s  group 

Cambridge  North /Brattle  Gays 
(write  c/o  Gay  Legislation) 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse 


661  -3900. 
227-8587 
265-6409 


492-5220 

440-5220 

661-9362. 

354-8807' 

523-0368 


Cambridgeport  Gays,  c/o  GCN  Box  6500 


227-9469 

492-6450 

262-1592 


727-2584 

536-9826 

267-7573 

267-1066 


Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass. 

Closet  Space  (WCAS),  740m  AM) 

Daughters  of  Bilitis 
Dignity  of  Boston, 
c/o  1105  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
Elaine  Noble  (Rep.) 

Fag  Rag 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Fengay,  c/o  Tom  Nylund 
Focus,  Women’s  Counseling,  I86V2  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.,  Cambridge  876-4488 

Fort  Hill  Faggots  for 

Freedom  440-8551  or  442-6029 

Framingham  Unicorn  Society, 

P.O.  Box  163,  Framingham,  MA  01701 
Gay  Hotline  (3-12  pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Men’s  Center  723-6268  or  491-6968 

Gay  Recreational  Activities 

Committee  (GRAC),  c/o  GCN,  Box  8000 
Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  266-206$ 

Gay  Alert  (for  gay  community 

emergency  only)  523-0368,267-0764 

Gay  Media  Action,  c/o  GCN  Box  5000, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108  523-1081 

Gay  Community/News  426-4469 

Gay  Nurses  Alliance, 

c/o  GCN  Box  251 1  Boston  02108 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900x2396 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau  547-1451 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  &?.&  FM)  353-2790 
Gay  Legislation  ’75,  P.O.  Box  8841, 

JFK  Sta.,  Boston  02144 
Gay  Youth  Advocates, 

70  Charles  St. 

Gender  Identity  Service 
Golden  Gays 
Good  Gay  Poets 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gays 
Homophile  Community  Health  Svc 


491  -2787,  661  -9362 


227-8587 
864-81 81 
482-8998 
536-9826 
495-1 92Z 
542.5188 


Integrity /Boston,  PO-Box  2582,  02208 
Lesbian  Therapy  Research  Project  354-8807 

Lesbian  Liberation, 

c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers  354-8807 


Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Student  Homophile  League.  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595Mass.  Av  661-8898 
National  Organization  forWomen  267-6160* 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr.  253-5440 

Other  Fund,  Inc.  (Gay  United  Fund), 

P.O.  Box  1997,  Boston  02105  426-0412 

Other  Voices  Bookstore, 

30  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 
Project  Place  267-9150 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  843-5731 

Project  Lambda  227-8587 

Transvestites  /Transgenderists: 

Frances  Craig,  P.O.  Box  291, 

.  MIT  Branch,  Cambridge  02139 
Transvestites"/ Transgenderists: 

Ariadne  Kane.  Box  161 .  Cambridae  02140 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student  Activities 
Office,  Medford,  MA  02155  776-0921 

Waltham-Watertown  Gays, 
c/o  GCM  Box  7100 

Women’s  Comm.  Health  Ctr.,  Camb.  547-2302 

Quick  Gay 

Guide 

EASTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  617] 

Alcoholics  Together/ Worcester  756-0730 

Clark  Gay  People,  Box  A-70,  Clark  U, 

Worcester  01 61 0  793-7287 

Dignity/Merrimack  Valley, 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell,  01853 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  c/o  Postmaster, 

Provl ncetrfw n^  487-3393,  487-3234,  487-3344 
Gaypeople/ Drop-In  Center,  Campus  Center, 

100  Elliot  St.,  Haverhill  01830  374-0929 

Haverhill,  N.E.C.C,  Gay  Line,  M  8-10  am, 

T  6-8  pm,  W  12-2  pm  327-0929 

Homophile  Assistance  League  of  Provincetown, 
Box  674  P-town  02657,  158  Commercial 
S(  487-9633 

Homophile  Union  of  Montachusett 
P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420 
MCC/Merrimack  Valley,  Box  750, 

Haverhill,  MA  01830 
MCC/Worcester 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center 
Provincetown  Homophile  Assistance 
League,  Box  674,  Provincetown  02657 


274-4737 


523-7664 
756-P  30 
487-0387 


WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS  [area  code  413] 

Amherst  Gay  Hotline  (men  &  women)  545-0154 
Clark  Gay  Alliance,  Box  A-70,  Clark  Univ., 
Worcester  01610 

Dignity/Springtield,  P.O.  Box  488 
Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01107 
Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gaybreak  Radio  (Vy,MUA-FM,  91 .9)  545-2876 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Hotline,  Westfield,  Mass.  (M&Tues.  9  pm-11 
pm)  568-9759 

MCC/Springfield,  64  South  Boulevard  St.,  We’St 
Springfield  737-7473 

People's  Gay  Alliance, 

UMass/ Amherst  545-0154 

Sexual  Identity  Awareness  Org.,  Westfield 
State  College,  Parenzo  Box  197, 

Westfield  01085 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  583-3904 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

RHODE  ISLAND  [area  code  401] 

Alcoholics  Together,  290  Westminster  St., 

Rm.  510,_Providence 
Dignity/ Providence,  Box  2231, 

Pawtucket  02861 

Gay  Women  at  Brown  U,  Providence  863-2189 

Gay  Women  of  Providence  831  -51 84 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service, 

Providence  274-4737 

MCC  Coffee  House,  Providence  274-1693 

MCC/ Providence,  63  Chapin  Ave.  274-1693 

CONNECTICUT  [area  code  203] 

East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

2031  Yale  St.,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945i 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575.  523-9837 
MCC/ Hartford  "  232-5110 

Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National 
Gay  Archives,  1  Gold  St,, 

.  Suite  22B,  Hartford  06103 
Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford 
The  Church  of  the  Eternal 
Flame  Universal 
Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance,  c/o  Wesleyan 
Women's  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  [area  code 603] 

Seacoast  Area  Gay  Alliance,  Box  1424, 

Portsmouth  03801  436-7196,  431-4350, 

431-8209 

Women's  Group,  PO  Box  137,  Northwood  03261 
(Do  not  use  "gay’’  on  any  mail  to  this  group) 


547-1281 

568-2656 

527-5612 


VERMONT  [area  code  802] 

Counseling  for  Gay  Women  &  Men, 
c/o  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

158  Bank  St.,  Burlington  05401  863-1386 

Gay  in  Vermont,  Box  3216,  N.  Burlington  Sta., 
Burlington  05401  862-23971 

Vermont  Gay  Women  862-7770,  863-3237, 

Women’s  Switchboard  862-5504 

MAINE  [area  code  207] 

Gay  Support  &  Action,  P.O.  Box  110, 

Bangor  04401 

Maine  Freewoman’s  Herald,  193  Middle  St., 

3rd  floor,  Portland  041 1 1  774-6071 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force,  193  Middle  St., 

Portland  773-5530 

Maine  Gay  Task  Force  Newsletter, 

P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112  773-5530 

Gay  People’s  Alliance,  92  Bedford  St., 

University  of  Maine, 

Portland  04103  773-2981 ,  x535 

The  Wilde-Stein  Club,  Memorial  Union, 
University  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

NEW  YORK 

Capital  Dist.  Gay  Comm.  Council, 

P.O.  Box  131,  332  Hudson  Ave., 

Albany,  NY  12210  (518)462-6138 

Dignity,  P.O.  Box  1554,  N.Y.,  N.r.  10022 
Gay  Activists  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  2, 

Village  Sta.  10014  966-7870 

Gay  Community  Service  Ctr.,  1350  Main  St., 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 

Gay  Media  Coalition,  c/o  The  Women’s  Center, 
243  W.  20th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10011  924-9434 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project, 

247  W.  11th  St.  691-6969 

Gay  Switchboard  924-4036 

Gay  &  Women’s  Alliance  for 

Responsible  Media,  370  Lexington  Ave., 

Suite  416,  N.Y.C.,  N.Y. 

Lambda  Legal  Defense  and  Educ.  Fund  Inc. 

145  E.  52nd  St.,  NY  NY  10022  758-1905 

Lesbian  Feminists  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s 
Center,  243  W.  20th  St.  691-5460 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

Mattachine  Society,  59  Christopher  St., 

NY,  NY  10014  691-1066 

MCC/New  York,  201  W.  13th  St.  (corner  of  7th 
Ave.).  Sunday  worship  7pm  691-7423 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm.  506  741-1010 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

1 5  Christopher  St.  255-8097 
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1  mon 

NY  —  Len  Fulton  will  autograph  his 
book  “Dal'k  Other  Adam  Dreaming”  at 
Gotham  Book  Mart,  41  W.  47th  St.,  1 
to  4  p.m.  For  more  info  call  413-568- 
8743  (Westfield,  Ma.).  « 

Boston  —  DOB  hosts  building  fund 
appeal  meeting  to  plan  for  purchase  of 
building  for  women,  at  8  pm,  419 
Boylston  St. 

2  tues 

Boston  —  Robert  Patrick’s  “Haunted 
Host”  continues  at  Charles  Playhouse, 
74  Warrenton  St.,  thru  March  14.  For 
info  call  426-6912. 

Providence  —  Shrove  Tuesday  pan¬ 
cake  supper  at  Resurrection  House,  5 
Junction  St.,  7  pm.  $1.50. 

Boston  —  DOB  sponsors  topic  rap  on 
Susan  Saxe,  7:30  pm,  419  Boylston 
St.,  room  323. 

Boston  —  /  Am  A  Woman  by  Viveca 
Lindfors  opens  tonight  for  a  two  week 
run  at  the  Charles  Playhouse,  74  War¬ 
renton  St.  For  info  call  426-6912. 

3  wed 

Providence  —  Gay  Alliance  meeting, 
Rhode  Island  College,  Lounge  F 
Student  Union  building  at  1  pm. 

4  thur 

NY  —  Disco  ’til  Dawn  at  Galaxy  21, 
256  W.  23  St.,  9  pm,  open  bar. 
Proceeds  benefit  area  gay  student 
groups.  Admission,  students  $3 

Boston  —  Free  University  of  the  Fen¬ 
way  offers  a  seminar,  “Exploring  the 
Gay  Lifestyle”  beginning  tonight  7:30- 
9:30.  This  is  the  first  of  eight  meetings 
given  by  Thomas  Nylund  at  68  St. 
Stephens  St.  For  info  call  247-1919  or 
437-2729. 


Cambridge  —  Len  Fulton  will  auto¬ 
graph  his  book  “Dark  Other  Adam 
Dreaming”  at  Grolier  Book  Shop,  6 
Plympton  St.,  4  to  6  pm.  For  info  call 
413-568-8743  (Westfield,  Ma.). 

Milton  MA  —  A  seminar  on  the  Chang¬ 
ing  Norms  of  Sexuality  will  be  given 
by  Fr.  Paul  Shanley.  They  will  take 
place  the  first  three  Thursdays  of 
March  at  1:30,  repeated  at  7:30.  Fee  is 
$15  per  series,  students  Vz  price,  fees 
negotiable.  Lectures  will  be  given  at 
Columban  Seminard,  1200  Brush  Hill 
Rd.,  (128  to  138,  north  to  Brush  Hill 
Rd.,  Milton).  For  further  info  write 
Exodus  Secretary,  1  Warwick  St., 
Warwick  House,  Roxbury  MA  02120. 

5  fri 

Boston  —  Jade  &  Sarsaparilla  will  be 
at  the  Charles  Playhouse,  74  Warren¬ 
ton  St.,  tonight  and  Saturday  at  11:30 
pm.  Admission  $2.50. 

Postsmouth,  NH  —  SAGA  will  meet  at 
8  pm  at  75  Court  St.  Everyone  invited; 
for  more  info  write  Box  1424,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  NH  03801  or  call  436-7196  or 
431-8209. 

Athol,  NY  —  A  Woman’s  Place  offers 
weekend  workshops,  this  weekend 
“Lesbian  Mothers.”  Write  A  Woman’s 
Place,  Athol,  NY  12810  or  call  (518) 
623-9541  for  info. 

Provincetown,  Ma.  —  Elana  Dyke- 
woman,  author  of  “Riverfinger  Wo¬ 
man,”  will  read  poetry  at  St.  Mary’s  of 
the  Harbor,  519  Commercial  St.,  at  8 
pm.  $1  donation.  Sponsored  by  Every- 
woman’s  Center  for  women  only.  Info 
call  (617)  487-3075. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gays 
‘Second  Annual  Film  Festival.’  Part  I: 
“Multiple  Maniacs”  (starring  Divine)  at 
8  pm  and  “Something  for  Everyone” 
(starring  Michael  York)  at  10.  Admis¬ 
sion  $1  for  each  film.  Also  shorts, 
“Loveletter  to  Edy”  (by  John  Waters) 
and  “Thank  You  Mask  Man”  (by  Lenny 
Bruce).  At  Harvard  University’s  Burr 
Hall,  just  outside  the  northeast  corner 
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of  Harvard  Yard,  across  the  street  frc 
Cambridge  fire  station.  For  info  c 
498-4236  or  495-1927. 

6  sat 

Portland,  Me.  —  Disco/Dance  Bene 
for  MGTF  will  be  held  at  the  Oas 
Ballroom,  195  Middle  St.,  from  8  pr 
$3  admission  to  help  your  local  g; 
group. 

Rutland,  Vt.  —  Len  Fulton  will  aut< 
graph  his  book  “Dark  Other  Ada 
Dreaming”  at  Book  King,  64  Merc! 
ants  Row,  1  to  4  pm.  For  more  info  ci 
413-568-8743  (Westfield,  Ma.). 

Boston  —  International  Women’s  Da 
Women's  Dance,  Univ.  of  Mass.,  10 
Arlington  St.  Live  music  by  Libert 
Standing,  free  childcare,  8-12  prr 
donation  $2.50.  Benefit  Cambridg 
Women's  Center.  Refreshments. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  SAGA  will  sponsc 
a  House  Tour  of  17th  and  18th  centur 
homes  in  the  area.  Exterior  viewin 
will  move  chronologically  from  earl 
to  late  colonial  styles.  Tour  starts  a 
10  am  at  75  Court  St.  For  more  inf< 
call  436-7196  or  431-8209. 

Provincetown,  Ma.  —  Linda  Shear 
lesbian  musician  and  composer,  it 
concert  at  St.  Mary’s  of  the  Harbor 
519  Commercial  St.,  at  8  pm.  $; 
advance,  $2.50  at  door.  Sponsored  b} 
Everywoman’s  Center  for  women  only 
Info  call  (617)  487-3075. 

7  sun 

Boston  —  Dignity  service  and  meeting 
at  1:30,  St.  Clements  Church,  1105 
Boylston  St.  First  Sunday  of  month. 

Boston  —  Benefit  concert  for  Factory 
Fire  Relief  Fund  at  Emmanuel  Church, 
15  Newbury  St.,  6  pm.  $3  donation. 
Sponsored  by  the  Jazz/Arts  Ministry 
and  the  Jazz  Coalition. 

NY  —  Alternative  Sexuality  in  Science 
Fiction,  talk  by  Wayne  Dynes  at 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Discipie,  348 
W.  14th  St.  (near  9th  Ave.)  at  8:30  pm. 
Donation  $1.  Sponsored  by  Gay 
Activists  Alliance. 


Submit  Calendar  itms  to  Calendar  Editor, 
GCN,  by  noon  on  Wednesday  prior  to 
date  of  publication. 


